
 

October 9, 2015 
 
 
 
Mr. David Rosenblatt 
Director, Office of Flood Hazard Risk Reduction Measures 
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

501 E. State Street, Mail Code 501‐01A 
PO Box 420 

Trenton, NJ 08625‐0420 
 
Re:  Rebuild by Design - Hudson River Project 

Comments on Environmental Impact Statement Draft Scoping Document  
 

 
Dear Mr. Rosenblatt, 
 
On behalf of the Waterfront Alliance, I submit these comments on the Draft Scoping 
Document of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for Rebuild by Design – 
Hudson River Project and thank you for seeking public feedback on the project’s 
environmental review. We are a bi-state coalition of over 850 community and 
recreational groups, educational institutions, businesses, and other stakeholders 
committed to restoring and revitalizing the New York and New Jersey waterways.  
 
We urge that this process thoroughly consider incorporating best practices from our 
Waterfront Edge Design Guidelines (WEDG) program. Similar in concept to LEED, 
WEDG is a ratings system, developed in close cooperation with regulators and 
technical experts, to evaluate the design of waterfront projects, promoting access, 
resiliency, and ecology. WEDG metrics and best practices can be used to “screen” 
certain aspects of future design alternatives. 
 
The Waterfront Alliance applauds the commitment of the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, the State of New Jersey, and the municipalities of 
Hoboken, Weehawken, and Jersey City to rebuild and strengthen coastal resiliency 
along the Hudson River, where Hurricane Sandy wrought tremendous damage. We 
recommend that this project incorporate the principles and tools outlined by our WEDG 
program, and offer the following comments on the Scope of Work: 
 
Improve public access for maritime use and on-water recreation 
Public access to and onto the water should be enhanced and be properly assessed as 
part of the environmental review and analysis. Segments of the Hoboken waterfront 
have still not returned to their pre-Sandy levels with respect to direct contact with the 
waterways for recreation and education. Kayaking, rowing, and stand-up paddle 
boarding have flourished in Maxwell Place Park thanks to a beach area that allows for 
public access. Yet among the five piers from the 14th Street Pier down to 12th Street, 
there is a significant lack of infrastructure that would enable visiting historic ships, 
research vessels, restoration work boats, and emergency service ships to dock. 
 
The newly restored piers have very few cleats or bollards, and no fendering, and in 
some cases have obstructions added to the smooth face needed for docking. Two 
piers in this stretch do have deeper water and bollards on them, and while now in 
decay, represent an opportunity to re-establish maritime infrastructure that supports 
both community use and resiliency by enabling a variety of boats to dock in Hoboken. 
Shipyard Marina has not been able to re-open the majority of its berths for small boats, 
where damage from Sandy has complicated on-going maintenance needs. Yet the 
main pier, Pier 13, has expanded as a popular seasonal bar and restaurant. The 
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density of restaurant use on the pier now makes it even more challenging to use that 
space for vessel berthing. The overall effect not only reduces docking for boats, but 
exacerbates challenges to re-establishing maritime use on this waterfront. 
 
Review WEDG recommendations for technical guidance 
The WEDG Manual provides specific guidance for waterfront projects that should be 
incorporated into this project, where applicable: 
 

 Complete a water-dependent use assessment. Encourage and measure the 
potential for increased water-dependent facilities. A “do no harm” approach to 
maritime uses should be followed and stakeholder engagement should 
incorporate future maritime uses, including local boating communities, vessel 
operators, and emergency responders, among others beyond the local 
community.  Boat access as a means of redundancy during emergencies 
should be also assessed. Criteria for providing water-dependent infrastructure, 
including maritime amenities, can also be found in the public access section 
of WEDG. (Page 18) 
 

 Design for highest expected service life. The re-design of the shoreline 
provides an opportunity to build for the highest expected service life, which 
should be at least 100 years. Designs and strategies should be built with 
consideration of rising sea levels and changing floodplains, with potential to be 
adapted in the future with modifications. (Pages 12 & 30) 
 

 Address resiliency through shoreline stabilization. Incorporate shoreline 
stabilization techniques that provide a more graduated edge, provide more 
complexity, and avoid net fill. Sloped shorelines, rather than a hardened or 
more vertical shoreline, can progressively dissipate wave energy, reducing 
reflection and amplification while improving the aquatic habitat within the 
intertidal zone. WEDG promotes strategies that enhance shoreline design to 
resist flooding and storm surge events, while also balancing access and 
supporting habitat. (Page 29) 
 

 Support resilient ecosystems. Design landscapes, green infrastructure, and 
ecosystems to withstand harsh coastal conditions, floods, and storm. Designs 
should seek the preservation of upland migration areas for wetlands where 
possible. Integrate designs and strategies that enhance complexity and 
performance through results-based objectives. (Page 36) 
 

 Prioritize environmentally sound materials. Innovative uses of materials 
include ecologically-beneficial products with a chemical composition, alkalinity, 
toxicity, and pH that promote biological activity and attachment of marine 
organisms. Other methods include using precast tidal pools, habitat/reef 
modules, molds, or structural enhancements that provide enhancement to the 
aquatic environment. (Page 43) 
 

 Incorporate long-term local partnerships. A partnership to study, assess, 
and/or monitor the effectiveness of the chosen alternative should be part of 
any long-term funding and program agreement.  Local academic partnerships 
to train the next generation of engineers, planners, architects, etc. would 
benefit and participate in the advancement of the understanding of coastal 
hazards and waterfront areas.  (Page 47) 

http://waterfrontalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/delightful-downloads/2015/06/WEDG_manual_jan_2015.pdf
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 Incorporate environmental education opportunities. Design and programming 
should connecting the public to natural habitats by providing facilities and 
amenities that bring them close as possible, without creating disturbances. 
This can facilitate stewardship opportunities to volunteer, intern, and 
participate in research, data collection, and rehabilitation. (Page 27) 

 
We thank you for your review of this important project, and look forward to providing 
additional comments as part of the next phase of the environmental review process. 
Please feel free to reach out to me directly at (212) 935-9831 x101 with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Roland Lewis 
President and CEO 


