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Thank you Chair Brannan and Council Members.  
  
Today’s hearing touches on several important aspects of securing New 
York City’s future in the face of climate change.   
  
First, we thank Council Members Brannan, Chin, Constantinides, and 
Rosenthal for calling on reinstatement of funding for finalization of the New 
York-New Jersey Harbor and Tributaries Study (HATS). Waterfront 
Alliance, through the Rise to Resilience coalition, successfully secured 
reforms to this study and potential funding for resilience projects through 
the Water Resources Development Act and appropriations bills included in 
the recently passed 2020 omnibus. The Corps is now authorized to better 
address sea level rise, climate change, and engage with community 
members affected by the project.   
  
The funding for HATS, however, remains uncertain. Waterfront Alliance and 
the Rise to Resilience Coalition join you in calling on our congressional 
representatives as well as the Biden Administration to ensure that the study 
is included in the Army Corps' work plan for this year. The completion of this 
study will bring jobs, coastal risk reduction, and nature’s benefits to the 
metropolitan region at a time when a resilient recovery is needed more than 
ever.  
  
With respect to Intro 2092, we enthusiastically support the efforts 
to codify the city’s Climate Resiliency Design Guidelines, as well as Intro 
2198 to require that structures located in the floodplain be elevated an 
additional one-to-two feet.  
  
The City’s Climate Design Guidelines are an effort to incorporate forward-
looking climate change data in the design of all City capital projects and we 
commend the Mayor’s Office of Resiliency for the guidelines that were 
updated as recently as 2020.  We fully support codifying these 
guidelines into law, as they can help promote both hard and 
soft resilience strategies; nature-based solutions; address multiple climate 
hazards with single interventions; and reduce climate change risk in concert 
with other goals such as energy efficiency.  
  

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/orr/pdf/NYC_Climate_Resiliency_Design_Guidelines_v4-0.pdf%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Piloting and codifying the City's climate design guidelines will make 
communities safer and save taxpayer dollars on a return of 6:1. Simply put, 
building resilient means building better.   
  
Resiliency scoring is an important part of the bill and we are pleased to see 
efforts that create transparency and accountability, and we would support a 
letter grades approach. 
 
As part of the city's landmark Green New Deal that passed 
in 2019, certain building owners are required to display an energy efficiency 
score and corresponding letter grade near the public entrances of their 
properties. A similar system for resilience scoring would be welcome and is 
an important driver for changing consumer and development patterns.  
 
The Waterfront Edge Design Guidelines (WEDG), developed at Waterfront 
Alliance, could work in tandem with the City’s design guidelines as a way 
to score and verify projects that show not only resilience, but also access, 
ecology, and innovation at the water’s edge. WEDG criteria for resiliency 
aligns with the City’s guidelines as well as New York City Panel on Climate 
Change projections for future risks.  
 
Also, codifying incentives for WEDG verification – much like LEED 
incentives have been codified across municipalities – would result in better 
outcomes and faster adoption for waterfront projects.  
  
For private development, this could include the use of direct subsidies; 
free and expedited permitting; and tax incentives-- all of which could speed 
up resilient design and construction, as well as Covid-19 recovery. We 
encourage deploying an incentive package for WEDG verification for private 
development in the near term.   
  
Ultimately, we support mandating climate design guidelines for all 
development and redevelopment projects – public and private - in both the 
current and future 100-year floodplains. Such a mandate should entail 
regulatory, legislative, and incentive-based pathways for meeting these 
resiliency standards.  
  
Importantly, the codifying of guidelines for City projects is but one piece of a 
broader climate resilience legislative strategy needed.    
  
To that end, we support a Rise to Resilience Act bill package that would 
include this bill, as well as legislation to create a suite of climate indicators 
to inform land use decision-making and capital budgeting, as well as a five-
borough coastal resilience plan.   
  
Finally, there is a tremendous opportunity for real institutional change 
through a much-needed comprehensive climate planning and decision-
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making framework which impacts how the City designs, maintains, 
monitors, and replaces assets and infrastructure.   
   
Such a framework is a concept backed by the Rise to Resilience coalition, 
and would ensure that all City land use and infrastructure decision-making 
related is evidence-based and community-driven. We hope that this is a 
subsequent step in the City’s climate resilience strategy. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.  


