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City of Water Day, Region's Largest Water Celebration, 
Returns Saturday, July 15 

Free and Exciting Waterfront Activities in all Five Boroughs and New 
Jersey Celebrate Our Shared Estuary 

Transforming Waterfronts, Opening Access: City of Water Day Calls for Collective 
Action 

 
 

New York and New Jersey – The Waterfront Alliance and the New York-New Jersey Harber & Estuary 
Program (HEP) proudly announce City of Water Day, a celebration that unites communities, advocates, 
and policymakers in a common cause: ensuring safe and inclusive access to our magnificent 
waterfronts.  

Now in its 16th year, City of Water Day — taking place this year on Saturday, July 15 — is a region-wide 
day organized by Waterfront Alliance and HEP, to champion a climate-resilient New York and New 
Jersey harbor. Dozens of communities across all five boroughs, Westchester and Rockland counties, 
and New Jersey will host more than 65 free events on and near the water that celebrate the importance 
of a resilient and equitably shared waterfront. From free kayaking to rowing to hands-on workshops, 
these events offer community members opportunities for fun, education, and access to their local 
waterfront. 

As we gather at shorelines throughout the metropolitan region, City of Water Day provides a platform 
for crucial conversations about coastal resilience and access. Recognizing the irreversible impacts of 
the climate crisis, the day urges us to confront this regional, national, and global emergency together. 
This year’s theme is to expand the capacity of New York and New Jersey communities to address 
climate change—in particular underserved communities.  
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City of Water Day invites both newcomers and long-time residents, seasoned sailors, and first-time 
explorers, to come together with friends and family to experience the joy of the water. It serves as a call 
to action, emphasizing our shared responsibility to safeguard our waterfronts, ensure equitable access, 
and create thriving, resilient communities. Participants can plan their travel to City of Water Day events 
using NYC Ferry by visiting ferry.nyc or the NYC Ferry app. 

“Everyday organizations across the region make sure we keep up the fight for resilience to climate 
change and improvements to waterfront public access. We take time out on one day every summer, at 
City of Water Day, to celebrate how far we come, and all that water means to us,” said Cortney Koenig 
Worrall, President and CEO of Waterfront Alliance. “Water sustains us, supports us – but it is also so 
much fun!  City of Water Day this year is better and more exciting than ever.  We hope everyone enjoys 
events in their communities from educational programs about aquatic and marine ecology, kayaking, 
fishing, beach clean ups, walking tours, and more while celebrating all that we are working for! 
Waterfront Alliance and New York–New Jersey Harbor & Estuary Program (HEP) thank The Howard 
Hughes Corporation, the South Street Seaport Museum, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
for their generous support of the City of Water Day. Additional support from NYC Ferry, Sperry, and 
Community Offshore Wind helped to bring City of Water Day to life this year.  
 
“The estuary’s beautiful and diverse waterways are a wonderful place to play, and there is no better 
time to enjoy our watery nature than at one of the 60+ City of Water Day events,” said Robert Pirani, 
Director of the New York – New Jersey Harbor & Estuary Program.  “Whether its kayaking down 
the Bronx River, exploring Jamaica Bay by paddle board, taking in the Hudson from sailboat, or 
learning about the rich ecology on Brooklyn's shores, there is a City of Water Day happening that is 
right for everyone. The New York–New Jersey Harbor & Estuary Program and Waterfront Alliance 
recognize the dozens of community-based organizations taking part in the festival this year.”  
 
“New York is a city of water. New York, with its more than 500 miles of coastline, is foremost a port 
city," said Capt. Jonathan Boulware, President and CEO of the South Street Seaport Museum. 
"Through our partnership with Waterfront Alliance, we celebrate a multi-borough, multi-organization 
effort that will raise awareness of New York’s coastline: from the past during which it was our great 
asset, to the future during which it will be our great challenge. Visitors will be able to go sailing aboard 
Pioneer and W.O. Decker, view three great Seaport Museum galleries at 12 Fulton Street, check out 
free letterpress printing demonstrations at Bowne & Co. Stationers at 211 Water Street, and take tours 
of historic ships Wavertree and Ambrose at Pier 16 throughout City of Water Day. The Seaport 
Museum is also thrilled to host the Resilience Street Fair on Pier 16 featuring kid-friendly booths with 
activities and resources for the public on a variety of issues related to climate resilience and our shared 
waterfront.” 
 
"Approximately 3 million New Yorkers live around Jamaica Bay and the Rockaway peninsula -- an area 
that also includes over 10,000 acres of public parklands, 12 miles of Atlantic Ocean beaches, and 
18,000 acres of open water, marsh islands," said Terri Carta, Executive Director of Jamaica Bay-
Rockaway Parks Conservancy. "Reconnecting with our waterfront has never been more important, 
whether for recreational activities, learning opportunities, health and wellness, jobs, or arts and culture. 
The Jamaica Bay Festival on City of Water Day presents an unparalleled collection of community-led 
events focused on connecting people with the vast natural and cultural resources of the area. More 
than 36 local partners will welcome new and regular audiences to partake in the diverse activities that 
make Jamaica Bay and Rockaway unique. There's free fun for the whole family, from the annual kayak 
parade in the morning to a movie screening on the Boardwalk in the evening. Join us for a day of fun!" 
 
“EPA is proud to celebrate City of Water Day and to partner with organizations and communities to 
highlight the critical importance of our area waterways. The New York and New Jersey Harbor & 
Estuary is a vital natural treasure of the east coast offering boundless ecological, economic, and 
recreational benefits,” said EPA Regional Administrator Lisa F. Garcia.  “City of Water Day is 



 
 

embracing the shared waters and watersheds of both New Jersey and New York and offers unique and 
exciting ways for residents in all of our communities to engage with water and its many benefits.” 

“Hoboken has become a prime location for people throughout the region who want to access the 
water. The beach at Maxwell Place Park has been an ideal spot,” said Ron Hine, Executive Director of 
Fund for a Better Waterfront. “We are now looking to provide additional access at the Weehawken 
Cove, another unique protected area.” 
 
“We understand the vital role access to healthy waterfronts plays, and can play, in communities 
throughout the region,” said Michael Porto, Leading Light Wind’s Director of External 
Engagement. “Through our partnership with the Waterfront Alliance we are proud to support their 
mission of expanding community access and climate resiliency along the New York and New Jersey 
coasts. We are honored to participate in this year’s City of Water Day and are committed to advancing 
resilience, ecological, and public access benefits in waterfront communities through our project, 
Leading Light Wind.” 

Join us on Saturday, July 15 for City of Water Day, a day to celebrate, engage, and embrace our urban 
archipelago. Together, we will navigate the challenges of our changing world, harness the power of 
collective action, and forge a brighter, more accessible future for all. 

 
 

Waterfront Alliance Hosted Events 

Resilience Street Fair Event in the Seaport 

Join Waterfront Alliance and partner organizations for a “Resilience Street Fair” on Pier 16/South Street 
Seaport Museum, at the Seaport in Lower Manhattan. From 12pm–5pm, representatives from 
participating organizations will be on hand with activities and resources for the public (kids are 
welcome!) on a variety of issues related to climate resilience and our shared waterfront. Newark-based 
artist Amanda Thackray will lead free workshops from 12:30-2:30pm and 3pm-5pm to make paper by 
hand, using water drawn from the East River. Participants will engage in this 2000-year-old craft, learn 
about the process of papermaking, and create personal, handmade sheets. At 2:30pm, the historic 
fireboat John J. Harvey will pass by the Seaport and provide a water display.  

Castle Hill YMCA and Waterfront Alliance Coastal Clean-Up  

Waterfront Alliance and the Bronx’s Castle Hill YMCA are partnering to host a coastal clean-up and day 
of free family-friendly activities, happening from 10am-2pm. Community members of Castle Hill and 
nearby neighborhoods are invited to help clean up the shorelines near the YMCA, followed by a 
waterfront walk and ecology tour led by Waterfront Alliance educators. We’ll also enjoy canoeing from 
12-2pm in Westchester Creek, with canoes provided by Youth Ministries and lifeguards provided by 
the Castle Hill YMCA.  

 

A Selection of Events by Borough 

Please note that the full list of 60+ partner events across the region can be found at cityofwaterday.org.  

The Bronx: The Bronx Living River Festival hosted by Bronx River Alliance 

Join Bronx River Alliance for a day celebrating the local waterfront and talking with the community 
about resilience in the face of climate change. Enjoy free activities like canoeing; native plant ID walk; 
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hydration station; eastern woodlands exhibit; community art project; informational tabling for the BxR 
Watershed Plan; and fisheries resiliency education tabling from Riverkeeper. Registration required only 
for the paddle and pick up event here.  

Brooklyn: Gowanus Canal Canoeing hosted by Gowanus Dredgers Canoe Club 

Spend City of Water Day on a self-guided canoe tour along the Gowanus Canal. Canoes depart from 
the Gowanus Dredgers Bunker Launch Site on 19th Street/3rd Ave., with extended programming from 
11am to 6pm, including special arts events and hands-on science activities all day at the launch site 
and along the canal. 

Manhattan: Biking the Waterfront: Resilience, Access, & Opportunities hosted by Randall’s Island 
Park Alliance, South Bronx Unite and BioBus 

Participate in this two-hour bike tour offering a unique view of the waterfronts of East Harlem, Randall's 
Island, and the South Bronx. The tour will highlight the challenges, changes, and opportunities for 
creating more equitable public access and resiliency opportunities along these waterfronts. The tour 
will culminate with a second round of fun festivities and lunch at María Sola Community Greenspace.  

Staten Island: Kestrels and Kayaks hosted by Freshkills Park Alliance 

Join the Freshkills Park Alliance for a day of celebration. Attendees will have the opportunity to 
volunteer for a wetland clean-up, join a wings over water educational walk, and explore the creeks and 
shorelines of Freshkills Park by participating in a sunset kayak tour! Whatever the activity, participants 
will get the chance to learn about FreshKills Park, the history of the former landfill, the capping process, 
the return of wildlife, and its future as a developed park and ecologically vital habitat. 
 
Queens: Jamaica Bay Festival by Jamaica Bay-Rockaway Parks Conservancy and Dozens of 
Partner Organizations 

The 6th Annual Jamaica Bay Festival is taking place on City of Water Day. The festival is a free, fun, 
family event taking place in Brooklyn and Queens, and champions the spirit and resiliency of the 
Jamaica Bay community. Participants can choose from more than 30+ events taking place as part of the 
festival, and can enjoy free kayaking, fishing, surfing, hiking, bird watching, art, nature and more.  

 

A Selection of Events in New Jersey  
Hoboken: Hoboken Cove Festival hosted by Fund for a Better Waterfront, Resilience Adventures, 
Hoboken Cove Community Boathouse and Ke Aloha  

Head to New Jersey for a day of on and off the water activities at Maxwell Place Park and Hoboken 
Cove. Children and adults will get the chance to participate in activities to help build a connection to 
the water and increase understanding of climate change. Participants of all ages can join the fun by 
taking part in free kayaking, youth angling lessons, stand up paddle boarding and community science 
classes. There will also be tours of the Hoboken waterfront, recounting the 32 years of advocacy that 
resulted in a green, open, accessible, and undeniably public waterfront.  
 

Elizabeth: Elizabethport Watershed Awareness Day: Pick-Up & Paddle by Groundwork Elizabeth 

Join Groundwork Elizabeth as they host a clean-up along vistas of the Arthur Kill, demonstrating access 
to the harbor via the Elizabeth Port Marina. Participants will get the chance to participate in educational 
activities as well as kayaking.  

Paterson: City of Paterson hosts their Third Annual City of Water Day 
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Join the Third Annual Paterson City of Water Day taking place at Westside Park. The day will be packed 
with lots of activities including a litter clean-up, kayaking lessons, fishing clinics and more! Participants 
will also learn about the impacts of climate change and sea level rise as well as the importance of 
preparedness.  

 

### 

About Waterfront Alliance    

The Waterfront Alliance is committed to transforming and protecting the waterfronts of our region. By 
convening diverse stakeholders, advocating for policy changes, and promoting sustainable practices, 
the Waterfront Alliance aims to build, transform, revitalize, and protect accessible waterfronts for all 
communities. For more information, visit waterfrontalliance.org. 

About New York—New Jersey Harbor & Estuary Program 

Hosted at the Hudson River Foundation, the New York - New Jersey Harbor & Estuary Program (HEP) 
brings the benefits of the Clean Water Act to the people who live, work, and recreate on our shared 
waterways. Created by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) at the request of the governors 
of New York and New Jersey, HEP is an ongoing effort to develop and implement a consensus driven 
plan to protect, conserve and restore the estuary. HEP decisions and activities are carried out by staff 
and partners organized through committees and work groups. For more information, visit 
hudsonriver.org/estuary-program. 
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