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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS TRAINING?

To…

• Learn how climate change is impacting our region

• Understand new state laws on flood disclosure

• Identify your individual flood risk

• Get familiar with resources to prepare yourself
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OUR REGION 
Current Climate & Flood Conditions
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CLIMATE HAZARDS IN NEW YORK CITY

COASTAL 
STORMS

+50 % INCREASE IN INTENSE HURRICANES 
BY 2100

MORE FREQUENT, 
MORE DESTRUCTIVE 
HURRICANES

SEA LEVEL
RISE

UP TO 30 INCHES OF SEA LEVEL RISE BY 
2050s

INCREASED TIDAL 
FLOODING + 
GROUNDWATER 
TABLE RISE

EXTREME
RAINFALL

UP TO 1.5x RAIN DAYS > 1" BY 2080s
FLOODING IN NON-
COASTAL AREAS

Source: New York Panel on Climate Change
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EXAMPLE: 
SEPTEMBER 29, 
2023 EXTREME 
RAIN EVENT

Brendan Mcdermid/Reuters

Bing Guan/ReutersGregg Vigliotti/The New York Times

Uli Seit/The New York Times

We are already seeing 
the impacts of climate 
change in our 
neighborhoods. These 
pictures are an example 
of flood conditions that 
are on the rise. 
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COMMUNITY IMPACTS

What are we seeing? 

▪ New or increased flooding in our neighborhoods 

▪ Increases in flooding in coastal areas that have historically resided in flood risk zones 

▪ New flooding in neighborhoods that have historically had little to no flood risk 

▪ Flooding on streets, train stations, parks, community gathering areas, and parking lots 

▪ Water damage and/or property loss

▪ Homes that have flooded previously more likely to flood again 

▪ Flood damage can cost tens of thousands of dollars to remedy 
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COMMUNITY IMPACTS

What are we seeing?

▪ Risk of injury or death

▪ Residents in basement apartments can be quickly overwhelmed by water

▪ Hurricane Ida (2021) led to the deaths of at least 13 people

▪ Water damage can lead to hazardous mold conditions

▪ Long timelines for resilience infrastructure

▪ Residents only just starting to see projects being planned for their communities 

▪ Community-visioning has happened, but resources are scarce

▪ 2/3 of NYC residents rent their apartment and cannot rely on their landlord to implement 
sufficient flood protection retrofits
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FLOOD DISCLOSURE 
Overview of the Law
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KEY TERMS

• FEMA: Federal Emergency Management Agency 

• Creates maps of where flooding is likely to occur in cities across the country 

• Manages and standardizes flood insurance 

• Floodplain:

• FEMA definition: “any land area susceptible to being inundated by floodwaters from any source”

• Any area at risk of flooding 

• Often a low-lying area near a body of water 
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KEY TERMS

• Special Flood Hazard Area:

• An area at risk of flooding during a “100-year flood event” (1% chance of happening in any given 
year)

• Moderate Risk Flood Hazard Area:

• An area at risk of flooding during a “500-year flood event” (0.2% chance of happening in any given 
year)

Due to climate change impacts, these flood events are happening with increasing frequence. Storms 
leading to severe flooding previously expected to occur once every 100 years are now projected to 
occur once every 10 years.

This makes flood disclosure all the more important.
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FLOOD DISCLOSURE: WHAT IS IT? 

▪ Law passed in NYC effective June 2023 for renters and March 2024 for 
homeowners

▪ Eliminated a loophole in which sellers of a property could pay a small fee to omit 
past flooding information

▪ Requires that sellers of a property and landlords disclose if the property:

▪ 1) resides in the FEMA designated flood plain, special flood hazard area or 
moderate risk flood hazard area and 

▪ 2) has experienced natural flooding in the past

▪ Landlords must disclose on any new or renewal lease

▪ Informs resident about flood insurance
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FLOOD DISCLOSURE: HOW DOES IT HELP? 

▪ Informs you and your family about your direct flood risk BEFORE: 

▪ Signing your lease 

▪ Purchasing your home 

▪ For apartments and homes outside of the flood plain, the notice still informs you if 
the property has experienced flooding in the past

▪ Helps you understand if purchasing flood insurance is right for you

▪ Motivates your community to prepare for a flooding emergency 
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WHAT SHOULD MY LANDLORD 
GIVE ME? 

• Each new OR renewal lease now 
requires this disclosure form as an 
additional addendum 

• The landlord should have filled out 
the form before giving it to you to 
sign, and before you sign or renew 
your lease

• New homeowners should see the 
same information disclosed before 
purchase
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IDENTIFYING YOUR REAL 
FLOOD RISK
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I RECEIVED THE DISCLOSURE FORM. NOW WHAT?

If you learn you live in the flood plain, a flood hazard risk area, and/or your 
home has experienced flooding in the past, you can take the following 
steps: 

1. Learn what resources are available 

2. Prepare for an emergency and future flood 
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AVAILABLE RESOURCES TO NEW YORK CITY RESIDENTS

• Flood insurance 

• Flood insurance is usually not included in standard renter’s or homeowner’s insurance

• The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is administered by FEMA, which standardizes 
rates for flood insurance 

• So, all insurance providers that participate in the NFIP should cost the same

• Be wary of private, non-NFIP flood insurance plans that are not federally backed 

• Even if your landlord has flood insurance (some property owners are mandated to), your personal 
belongings are not protected 

• Renters can purchase flood insurance just for their belongings, or “contents” 

• FloodhelpNY includes additional flood insurance information in English, Spanish, Chinese, Haitian 
Creole, and Russian 

• Head to FEMA’s website to find an insurance plan to protect yourself from a future flood

https://www.floodhelpny.org/en/understanding-flood-insurance
https://www.floodsmart.gov/flood-insurance-provider
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AVAILABLE RESOURCES TO NEW YORK CITY RESIDENTS

• Retrofits 

• If you rent your apartment, ask your landlord if they have retrofitted your building to mitigate flood 
damage

• Homeowners and landlords can often make relatively inexpensive upgrades to their buildings 

• Go to FloodhelpNY to see the best retrofits against flood damage 

• Know Your Zone 

• All residents should be aware of their city-designated evacuation shelter in case of a hurricane 

• Shelters are often public buildings, such as schools, that have emergency preparation plans in 
place 

• Evacuation is often a stressful process. Knowing your shelter location before an evacuation warning 
is essential

• Head to Know Your Zone to find yours

https://www.floodhelpny.org/en/flood-retrofits
https://maps.nyc.gov/hurricane/
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PREPARE FOR AN EMERGENCY 

• Sign-up for Notify NYC and get alerts when extreme weather is coming to 
the region 

• You can receive alerts in the form of text messages, telephone calls, or emails

• Alerts tell you what type of weather is coming, and what you should do 

• Make an emergency plan 

• Use this guide created by the Office of Emergency Management to learn how to best prepare 
yourself and your family for a potential evacuation 

• Learn what to pack in a Go Bag, what essential medical and personal information to always have 
accessible, and how to pick a secure meeting place for you and your family members 

Notify NYC and My Emergency Plan are available in English, Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Arabic, 

Russian, Haitian Creole, French, Bengali, Urdu, Italian, Polish and Yiddish

https://a858-nycnotify.nyc.gov/notifynyc/
https://www.nyc.gov/site/em/ready/guides-resources.page
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RAINFALL READY

Quick Tips for Renters and Homeowners

• After being alerted of an approaching storm, stock up on food, water, medicines, and batteries for 24 

hours so you don’t need to leave the house. Stay aware of potential evacuation alerts and make sure 

your Go Bag is ready

• Remove any items you own from the basement and entryway of your building 

• Visually survey the property for locations where flood waters might enter the building, including 

foundation wall cracks, gaps, exterior stairs or sloped driveways, and basement or cellar floor drains. 

Set-up sandbags and ask your landlord to fix these areas in the future

Rainfall Ready NYC - DEP

https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/whats-new/rainfall-ready-nyc.page
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FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

• What should I do if my landlord does not give me a flood disclosure 
notice form? 

• Some landlords may not be aware of this new law. If you realize you were not given a notice form, 
first ask your landlord for one

• Use the interactive map on the FloodhelpNY homepage to find your real flood risk yourself if 
your landlord never provides you with a form 

• If your home floods and the flood risk of the property was never disclosed to you, you can call 
311 and ask for the tenant helpline to speak to a tenant support specialist 

• If your home floods and you find out the flood disclosure form was not filled out correctly, so you 
were unaware of your flood risk, you can call 311 and ask for the tenant helpline

NJDEP: Flood Disclosure

https://www.floodhelpny.org/
https://dep.nj.gov/flooddisclosure/
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CONCLUSION

• New York State’s flood disclosure law ensures residents are given the 
information and transparency they deserve regarding their flood risk today

• Understanding our flood risk provides us with the foundation to make the 
best-informed decision about where we choose to call home 

• However, disclosure does not protect us by itself 

• Residents must become familiar with climate hazards, extreme weather, and 
how to prepare for an emergency with the resources available 
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info@waterfrontalliance.org | waterfrontalliance.org

@WaterfrontAlliance @WaterfrontAlliance @waterfrontalliance

CONTACT ME
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