
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

7/09/2024 

Media Advisory:  

List of City of Water Day 2024 Activities by Borough 

City of Water Day Makes a Splash on Saturday, July 13 with 75+ Local 
Waterfront Events 

New York, NY – Get ready for the 17th Annual City of Water Day, set for Saturday, July 13! This 
regional day of celebration will see 75+ free, family-friendly events on or near the water, and is the 
perfect way to cool off this summer and engage with your local waterfront. Organized by the 
Waterfront Alliance and the New York–New Jersey Harbor & Estuary Program (HEP), City of Water Day 
champions the idea of a climate-resilient harbor and raises awareness about our changing climate.   

Like every year, a wide array of festivities will span the entire region — from all five New York City 
boroughs to Westchester and Rockland counties, and across New Jersey. You can engage in a plethora 
of waterfront activities — kayaking, rowing, sailing, boat tours, educational workshops, coastal cleanups, 
nature walks, film screenings, and more! These events not only offer fun and learning, but also foster a 
deep connection with local waterways, emphasizing an equitably shared and resilient waterfront.  

Saturday, July 13 
8am – 8pm 

Free and family-friendly waterfront events 
Across the New York and New Jersey region 

 
We’ve curated a list of event highlights, organized by area, so you can dive into a City of Water Day 
event near you. This is just a small sample of what City of Water Day has to offer —you can also check 
out the complete list of all events in all areas on the City of Water Day map!  

City of Water Day 2024 is supported by Howard Hughes Holdings, South Street Seaport Museum, 
ConEdison, NYC Ferry, Community Offshore Wind, and all of our community partners in their own 
neighborhoods.  

Stay connected with us on social media: #CityOfWaterDay #CityofWaterDay2024 #CWD24 

For media inquiries, please contact:   

Aria Cochran, Director of Communications, Waterfront Alliance, acochran@waterfrontalliance.org, 
212.935.9831 x 116   

Sara Harrison, Communications Manager, Hudson River Foundation, sharrison@hudsonriver.org 

 

https://www.cityofwaterday.org/
https://www.cityofwaterday.org/eventsmap
mailto:acochran@waterfrontalliance.org
mailto:sharrison@hudsonriver.org


 
 
New Jersey Events  

Kayaking the Passaic River  

Get out onto the Passaic River with free kayaking at Newark’s Riverfront Park! From 11am to 4pm, join 
the Newark City Parks Foundation, the City of Newark, Hackensack Riverkeeper, and Ironbound 
Community Corporation for a return to the river, for the first time since 2019. With eight solo kayaks 
and eight tandem kayaks available in 45-minute intervals, participants can explore the river’s history 
with a guided tour and enjoy light refreshments. The event will welcome around 145 attendees for a 
day of education and adventure on the water!  

Explore the West Side of Your Estuary with Hackensack Riverkeeper  

Join Capt. Hugh Carola for a captivating series of five one-hour tours through the real Meadowlands 
aboard Hackensack Riverkeeper’s 30-foot research boat. Each tour offers a unique opportunity to 
explore Sawmill Creek Marsh, observe nesting ospreys, and engage in real-time environmental science 
by measuring the Hackensack River’s temperature, salinity, pH, and dissolved oxygen levels. It’s a great 
chance to connect with nature and learn about the local ecosystem!  

Fourth Annual Paterson City of Water Day  

Experience the beauty of the Passaic River at West Side Park from 9am to 1pm! The Passaic River 
Coalition invites you to a day packed with activities, including litter cleanup, free kayaking, fishing, and 
engaging nature activities. Learn about the river’s history, including its ties to slavery, participate in 
recycling crafts, and discuss local water-related concerns. The event will also offer music, art, and more. 
Kayaking is available for all ages, with minors requiring an adult’s signature. Join us at the gazebo for 
check-in and start your adventure!  

More New Jersey events: 

• The River Between and Within Us, Ethical Culture Society of Bergen County 
• Perth Amboy Celebrates City of Water Day 2024, Friends of the Perth Amboy Library/Perth 

Amboy Green Team 
• City of Water Day at the Hoboken Cove, Fund for a Better Waterfront 
• GSWA - Passaic River Cleanup and Paddle, Great Swamp Watershed Association 
• Explore the West Side — Of Your Estuary!, Hackensack Riverkeeper 
• Marina Estuary Day, Harbor Ops Education Subcommittee 
• Hoboken Cove Community Boathouse Celebrates City of Water Day, Hoboken Cove 

Community Boathouse 
• Hudson River Fishermen's Association: Fishing Clinic and Educational Table, Hudson River 

Fishermen's Association 
• Na 'Ohana 'O Ke Kai Ke, Aloha Outrigger at Hoboken Cove 
• Kayaking on the Passaic, Newark City Parks Foundation 
• City of Orange Water Day Celebration, Orange HUUB 
• Fourth Annual Paterson City of Water Day, Passaic River Coalition 

 

mailto:newarkboattours@gmail.com
https://www.hackensackriverkeeper.org/eco-cruise-meadowlands
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLaKXSayTRSjQUguChTnUXiuBgDbtfG5QjomTkRCCCMaQT8g/viewform


 
 
 

The Bronx and Upper Hudson River Events  

Coastal Cleanup at the Castle Hill YMCA  

Join Castle Hill YMCA, in partnership with Waterfront Alliance and Youth Ministries for Peace and 
Justice, for this year’s City of Water Day! The day will be packed with activities including a one-mile run 
along the waterfront, a guided educational walk to learn about the area’s wildlife, a coastal cleanup, 
and canoeing. There will also be arts and crafts for children and booths from community vendors to 
explore. Expect music, fun, and refreshments to make the day enjoyable for all ages. This event is open 
to community members, Castle Hill YMCA members, and everyone interested in supporting their local 
waterfront.   

The Cool Down at Concrete Plant Park with Bronx River Alliance  

Join the Bronx River Alliance for The Cool Down at Concrete from 12pm to 4pm! This City of Water 
Day celebration at Concrete Plant Park will include free, family-friendly activities like community art 
projects, educational demonstrations, Foodway tour, a hydration station with teas from the Bronx River 
Foodway, a canoeing river cleanup, games, and giveaways! Engage in discussions about how climate 
change and extreme heat impact our communities, and the different ways we can cool things down!  

Community Rowing, Sailing, and Birding with Rocking the Boat  

Rocking the Boat’s beloved summer tradition—Community Rowing, Sailing, and Birding—brings 
community residents out on the Bronx River on City of Water Day to enjoy their waterfront while 
learning about its history and ecological importance. The birding part of the program will feature 
partners from Harriman State Park and Save Barnegat Bay. No registration required!  

More Bronx and Upper Hudson River events: 

• The Cool Down at Concrete Plant Park, Bronx River Alliance 
• Castle Hill YMCA Celebrates City of Water Day, Castle Hill YMCA 
• Pelham Bay Park Siwanoy Trail Guided Hike, Natural Areas Conservancy 
• Community Rowing, Sailing, and Birding, Rocking the Boat 
• Boogie Down to the Sound, SUNY Maritime College Waterfront 
• Yonkers Is a City of Water, Yonkers Paddling and Rowing Club 
• City of Water Day, Our Water: Full of Life, Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory of Columbia 

University 
• Walking the Harlem River: Bridges, Parks and Landmarks, NYC H2O 
• City of Water Day: Water Chestnut Removal at Van Cortlandt Park, Van Cortlandt Park Alliance 

 

 

 

https://form.jotform.com/241575295868170
https://bronxriver.org/event/the-cool-down-at-concrete
https://rockingtheboat.org/public-programs/free


 
 
Brooklyn Events  

Seining with Friends of Bushwick Inlet Park  

Celebrate City of Water Day with Friends of Bushwick Inlet Park as marine biologists from the Coastal 
Classroom lead the community in discovering and exploring marine life at low tide on the Bushwick 
Inlet Park jetty. Activities will include seining demonstrations where participants 16 and older can assist 
in collecting marine organisms (waiver required), organism identification, discussions on marine food 
chains, water quality testing, and the human impact on aquatic ecosystems in NYC. Enter the park near 
86 Kent Ave. near N. 9th Street and find your way to the riverfront for an educational adventure.  

Paddling and More with Gowanus Canal Conservancy and the Gowanus Dredgers  

Join the Gowanus Dredgers for a free, guided canoe paddle along the historic Gowanus Canal, where 
you’ll explore its unique ecosystem, including ribbed mussels, and learn about the impacts of climate 
change on this urban waterway. This adventure, suitable for ages five and up, starts from the mouth of 
the canal and extends beyond 9th street.   

City of Water Day — A Healthy and Resilient Affair  

Join Coney Island Beautification Project for their annual City of Water Day event out on beautiful 
Coney Island! This is a fun-filled, informative, and healthy event leading toward a more resilient 
community. NY and NJ join forces in keeping our waters clean and our parks green!  

More Brooklyn events: 

• Coney Island Creek Volunteer Cleanup, American Littoral Society 
• Paddling and Waterway Cleanup in Brooklyn Bridge Park with Brooklyn Bridge Park Boathouse, 

Brooklyn Bridge Park Boathouse 
• Seining the East River, Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy 
• City of Water Day - A Healthy and Resilient Affair, Coney Island Beautification Project 
• Bushwick Inlet Park Waterfront Exploration, Friends of Bushwick Inlet Park 
• Mussel Beach at the Gowanus Canal (The Lowlands Nursery), Gowanus Canal Conservancy 
• Mussel Beach at the Gowanus Canal (Gowanus Dredgers Bunker), Gowanus Dredgers & 

Gowanus Canal Conservancy 
• Marine Park Shoreline Trails Walk & Learn, Natural Areas Conservancy 
• N.Y., Meet Your Field Rep, Oceana 
• Free Walk-up Kayaking and Beach Cleanup in the Lower New York Harbor, Red Hook Boaters 
• Celebrate Marine Park's History, Salt Marsh Alliance 
• On the Water: Discover Jamaica Bay, Sebago Canoe Club 
• Learn to Love Water, Soul Well Community, Inc 
• Free Open Boat Tour of Historic Lehigh Valley No. 79, Waterfront Museum 
• When The Waterfront Is at Your Door, Forth on Fourth Ave (FOFA) and The City Sponge 
• Brooklyn Meet Your Neighbors: Oysters!, Billion Oyster Project and Friends of WNYC 

Transmitter Park 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/city-of-water-day-2024-shoreline-marine-life-discovery-workshop-tickets-886221491337?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/gowcancon/event/cityofwaterdaywithgowanuscanalconservancyandthegowanusdredgers/
https://www.facebook.com/cibproject/


 
 
Manhattan Events  

Climate Change and Architecture Boat Tour with Waterfront Alliance and Classic Harbor 
Line  

Join Waterfront Alliance and Classic Harbor Line for this unique Climate Change and Architecture 
Tour aboard the Kingston, departing from Chelsea Piers, Manhattan at Pier 62 with cruises at 10:30am 
— 12pm and 12:30 — 2pm. This educational cruise, guided by Doug Fox, a member of the American 
Institute of Architects, will take you past New York City’s pioneering green buildings, sustainable parks, 
and notable coastal resilience projects ranging from the Lower East Side to Battery Park City. Learn how 
the city is embracing innovative architectural and urban design strategies to combat climate change, 
with a focus on LEED and Passive House standards, and gain insights into NYC’s recycling operations 
and future sustainability initiatives. Enjoy the journey with stunning views of iconic landmarks like the 
Statue of Liberty.  

Charting a Fossil-Fuel Free Future: WindShipped on City of Water Day  

Join us for a timely screening of the inspiring short film WindShipped (dir. Jon Bowermaster, 2022, 39 
min.), co-presented by the Waterfront Alliance and the Climate Film Festival at the South Street 
Seaport Museum. Bringing together past, present, and future on the Hudson River, WindShipped 
reveals the intersections between climate solutions, fossil-free cargo, and community action on New 
York’s waterways. A thought-provoking panel discussion with the filmmakers and protagonists will 
follow the screening.  

Riversweep and Yoga with Friends of +POOL  

Join + POOL for a forty-minute yoga morning flow session overlooking the East River, guided to flow in 
harmony with the changing tides, followed by a discussion on water stewardship and the opportunity 
to get down and dirty during a two-hour riversweep! The event will begin at Pier 35 at 9am; please 
bring your own mat and dress accordingly. Riversweep clean up supplies and yoga mat storage will be 
provided — waterfront cleanup will depart from Pier 35 at 10am and end at Pier 17 around 12pm. Kids 
and yoga (or riversweep) newbies are welcome!   

Outrigger Canoe Paddling and Standup Paddle Boarding at Pier 96  

Get out on the Hudson with New York Outrigger with this canoe paddling and standup paddle 
boarding session! Meet at Pier 96 at Hudson River Park, where you’ll participate in land training to learn 
about paddling technique and safety, followed by an on-the-water session. Kids ages 14 years and up 
are welcome!   

More Manhattan events: 

• Saturday Family Workshop: City of Water Day, Battery Park City Authority 
• Data by Design: Artistic Visions of Water Quality, Billion Oyster Project 
• Go with the Flow: Yoga + Riversweep, Friends of + POOL 
• Celebration of a Healthier Pond in Morningside Park, Friends of Morningside Park 
• Community Sailing Day (Inwood), Hudson River Community Sailing 
• Community Sailing Day (Chelsea), Hudson River Community Sailing 

https://form.jotform.com/241553545859164
https://form.jotform.com/241553545859164
https://tickets.southstreetseaportmuseum.org/orders/548/tickets?eventId=6679b27a98e858700575999e&cdEventIds=6679b27a98e858700575999e&date=2024-07-13T00:00:00-0400
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/city-of-water-day-waterfront-yoga-and-riversweep-tickets-903165982767
https://www.meetup.com/nyonovice/events/301421057/


 
 

• Big City Fishing, Hudson River Park Trust 
• Wetlab Look-Ins, Hudson River Park Trust 
• Discovery Tank Guided Gallery, Hudson River Park Trust 
• Clearwater's Sailing Classroom, Hudson River Sloop Clearwater 
• Exploring the East River in the Lower East Side (Coastal Cleanup in East River Park), Lower East 

Side Ecology Center 
• Exploring the East River in the Lower East Side (Water Testing + Painting), Lower East Side 

Ecology Center 
• Free Kayaking at Pier 96, Manhattan Community Boathouse 
• Outrigger Canoe Paddling and Standup Paddle Boarding at Pier 96, New York Outrigger 
• City of Water Day at Randall's Island Park, Randall's Island Park Alliance 
• Charting a Fossil-Fuel Free Future: WindShipped on City of Water Day, Waterfront Alliance & 

Climate Film Festival 
• Climate Change and Architecture Harbor Tour, Waterfront Alliance and Classic Harbor Line 
• AIA Industrial Waterways Tour, Waterfront Alliance, Classic Harbor Line, AIANY & Freshkills 

Park 
• Tour of Living Shoreline at Sherman Creek Park, New York Restoration Project 
• Shoreline Strolls, Hudson River Park Trust 
• City of Water Day, South Street Seaport Museum 
• Climate Piloting Summer Kickoff, Trust for Governors Island 

 

Queens Events  

Jamacia Bay Festival with Jamaica Bay-Rockaway Parks Conservancy  

The Jamaica Bay Festival celebrates those who share in the vision to champion the spirit of the Jamaica 
Bay community, the unparalleled opportunities, and the natural beauty of this urban tidal estuary. 
Participants can enjoy free kayaking, fishing, surfing, hiking, bird watching, art, nature and more! 
Hosted by the Jamaica Bay-Rockaway Parks Conservancy, you can learn more about the events 
within the festival by visiting the Jamaica Bay Festival website.   

Kayaking and History Walk with Hunters Point Parks Conservancy  

Hunter’s Point Parks Conservancy is partnering with the Newtown Creek Alliance, the North 
Brooklyn Community Boathouse, and the Queens Public Library for City of Water Day! HPPC will 
host a wetlands history and resiliency walk that covers the earliest uses of the land by the Munsee 
Lenape through industrialization, the development of the park, and the green infrastructure features 
that protect our neighborhood.   

More Queens events: 

• City of Water Day: Navigate Through Your Network, Center for NYC Neighborhoods 
(CNYCN) 

• Connecting Long Island City with Local Waterways (Free Community Boating), Hunters Point 
Parks Conservancy 

https://www.jbrpc.org/jamaica-bay-festival
https://www.hunterspointparks.org/hppc-events/publicpaddle724


 
 

• Connecting Long Island City with Local Waterways (Marine Life and Water Quality Drop-in), 
Hunters Point Parks Conservancy 

• Connecting Long Island City with Local Waterways (Wetlands History and Resiliency Walk), 
Hunters Point Parks Conservancy 

• Jamaica Bay Festival, Jamaica Bay-Rockaway Parks Conservancy 
• Project Prithvi Beach Cleanup, Sadhana: Coalition of Progressive Hindus 
• City of Water Day - Scavenger Hunt, Surfrider Foundation New York City 
• Water Safety for All, Swim Strong Foundation 
• Annual Fun in the Sun, Kayaking on Jamaica Bay, The Garden by the Bay 
• Tour My Park at Mist Garden in FMCP, American Society of Landscape Architecture New 

York Chapter 
• Queens Meet Your Newest Neighbors: Oysters!, Billion Oyster Project 
• Sail Rockaway: Sailing Basics and Jamaica Bays Natural History, Sail Rockaway 
• Queens Public Library Celebrates City of Water Day, Queens Public Library at Hunter's Point 
• City of Water Day @ Plank Road Public Shoreline, Newtown Creek Alliance 

 

Staten Island Events  

Picnic by the Bay with the National Lighthouse Museum  

The National Lighthouse Museum will be hosting Picnic by the Bay in participation with City of Water 
Day. The National Lighthouse Museum is located on the historical Lighthouse Point Promenade Depot, 
where lighthouses were constructed and tested in the past. Today, the Promenade stands as an open-
air park space where visitors can look out and appreciate the natural wonder of the New York 
Bay. There will be live music, games, expert guest speakers, raffles and more — feel free to bring your 
own favorite picnic dish!   

Paddle, Picnic and Photography with Kayak Staten Island and the Alice Austen House  

Paddle, picnic, and peruse photography by the famous Alice Austen with Kayak Staten Island! 
Participants ages 12 and up will take a guided kayaking tour of the beautiful North Shore waterway. 
The tour takes off from the Alice Austen House Museum at Buono Beach and returns to the museum 
where you’ll have a light picnic on the gorgeous grounds and take a free tour of the Alice Austen 
House!  

More Staten Island events: 

• City of Water Day at Freshkills Park (Wetland Stewardship: Water Monitoring and Invasive 
Removal), Freshkills Park Alliance 

• City of Water Day at Freshkills Park (Wings Over Water Walk), Freshkills Park Alliance 
• City of Water Day at Freshkills Park (Kayak Tour), Freshkills Park Alliance 
• City of Water Day at Freshkills Park (Youth Bird Walk), Freshkills Park Alliance 
• Paddle, Picnic and Photography with Kayak Staten Island and the Alice Austen House, Kayak 

Staten Island 
• Picnic By the Bay, National Lighthouse Museum 

https://lighthousemuseum.org/event/city-of-water-day-picnic-by-the-bay/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/paddle-picnic-and-photography-tickets-926506083637?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl

