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Teaching Week 3 - Climate Resilience Public Service Announcement

Dates of Implementation: Anytime of Year

Topic: Extreme Weather Communication Grade Level: 4-12

Learn how to effectively communicate an

Lesson Achievement Goals
extreme weather event

Transferable Key Messages (Applicable to Many Contexts)
e Students have the agency to write to policymakers, participate in advocacy campaigns, or organize
community events to raise awareness about the need for stronger environmental protections and
climate adaptation measures.

Supporting Content Key Messages
e Public Service Announcements (PSA) bring attention to important issues that may otherwise go
unnoticed or be underrepresented in mainstream media.

Teacher Rationale:
Transition from Previous Learning:
e Students will come with knowledge about the benefits that their local waterfront sites bring to their
communities.

Content & Concepts:
e Students will come out of this lesson with a better understanding of the connection between climate
change and extreme weather events, the ways in which to prepare for extreme weather events and how
to effectively communicate with their local communities to also prepare for these events.

Relevance to Students:

e Extreme weather events such as hurricanes and heatwaves are becoming more frequent. If students
have a better understanding of how to learn how to be prepared for these events, and the important
information that is needed for their families and communities to prepare, then pressures on their
community will be lightened.

Connection to the Larger Unit Formative & Module Summative:
e This lesson ties together the climate resilience portion of the unit.

Lesson Knowledge Check

Question(s):
e What is an extreme weather event?
e Who is responsible for the communication and clean up due to extreme weather events?
e How can PSAs be helpful in responding to extreme weather events?

Ideal "look fors” in Response:
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Extreme weather events are occurrences of unusually severe weather or climate conditions that can
cause devastating impacts on communities and agricultural and natural ecosystems.

Government agencies (municipal, state, national) or community organizations (non-profits, libraries)
Public service announcements provide clear details about what the event is, where it's happening, and
how, as an individual or group can and should respond. They provide a sense of clarity in an otherwise
unclear moment.

Class Agenda At A Glance
Activity Time Allotted
Check-In 5-10 minutes
Connection to Previous Lesson & Previous Week's Family Discussion 5 minutes
Activity 15-20 minutes
Closure/Reflection/Exit Pass 15 minutes
Post-Activity 10 minutes

Teaching & Learning Plan

1. Connection to Previous Lesson (Time: 5 minutes)

Key messages of the activity:

Recap learning from the previous lesson that will be built upon during this lesson.
Check-in with students about any reflections and learnings about the topic since the past class.

Teacher/student instructions:

1.

Review the definitions for waterfront, waterfront types, and waterfront features. Sample questions include:
a. What is the definition of a waterfront?
b. What are the various types of waterfronts?
c. What are some of the waterfront features?

Debrief (with anticipated responses):

A waterfront is where water meets land
Waterfront types include wetlands, beaches, seawalls, and riprap
Waterfront features include get-downs, living shorelines, piers, and docks

Discuss lessons learned from the Waterfront Mural lesson. Sample questions include:
a. What were some of your reflections from creating a waterfront mural? What surprised you?
b. How many times have you been to your local waterfront?
c. How did you feel creating art while being along the waterfront?
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d. What concerns do you have about the waterfront? How do you think Climate Change will impact
the waterfront?
e. What are some of the things that you can do to protect your local waterfront?

Transition to next activity:

Protecting the waterfront from climate hazards is important. It's also important to protect the communities that
live around the waterfront. This next activity will help us find some tools to effectively communicate tips on how to
prepare for extreme weather events, like heat, hurricanes, extreme rainfall, etc.

Supplies needed: N/A

2. Activity (Time: 40 minutes)

Which key message(s) are being addressed in this activity?

Understanding a key communication tool to inform the general public about how to prepare for extreme
weather events.

Learning about a Public Service Announcement (PSA) and how to effectively provide tips on emergency
preparedness to the general public.

Through choosing a message to incorporate in the PSA, students will review key tips on how to prepare
for an extreme weather event.

Teacher/student instructions:

Split your students into groups of no more than 4 and ensure each group has all the supplies listed below.

As a class, watch the recommended PSA videos to ensure students have a clear understanding of a PSA.
a. #CleanSeas Break-Up PSA: “It's not me, it's you”
b. End Plastic Pollution

Each group will take 15 minutes to brainstorm a topic related to an extreme weather event. Have the
groups come up with three questions related to their topic to ensure they fully understand the root of the
problem:

a. What is the extreme weather event?

b. Why is it a problem for communities?

c. How can this problem be addressed?

d. What s a tip that can help prepare communities from this problem?

Using a laptop or smartphone, students will choose a picture to use when drafting their PSA. This picture
should be able to inform the general public about the issue and be attention grabbing when discussing
the PSA.

Have the students take 20 to 30 minutes to draft a script for their PSA. It's important to remember that the
PSA is meant to be informative and change the viewer's behavior when it comes to the topic discussed.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-DEc16dEMns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-CAMC8saDc

6. While drafting the script, students should also come up with a catchy slogan that helps keep people's
attention.

7. Once the students have chosen an image, created a slogan, and drafted a script, each group should take 5
to 10 minutes to rehearse their PSA.

8. Each group will then present their PSA to the class on their topic.

Debrief (with anticipated responses):

¢ How did you decide on this particular message?
o What was the process?
o What was your motivation behind it?

¢  What were some of the considerations you had while you developed the PSA?
o Who was your audience?
o What was your medium?

e What were some of the challenges you faced? What would you do differently in the future?

e How does a PSA work? A public service announcement shifts the view or informs the public on a specific
issue.

Transition to next activity:

Now that you've prepared your communities for climate hazards, let’s take some time to think about how *you*
can prepare!

Supplies needed:

e Pen or Pencil
e Sheet of Paper
e Computer or Smartphone

3. Lesson Knowledge Check (Time: 10 mins)

Teacher/student instructions:

1. Review post-activity questions in the Estuary Explorers Workbook (page 20). Have the students fill out the
three boxes that ask the following questions:

a. What was the most memorable or surprising thing that you learned so far? What are some things
that you would like to learn more about?

b. How will climate change, especially heat waves and floods, affect the area where you live, or go to
school? Think about how it will affect your community as well as the overall ecosystem.

c. What can you do to prepare for an extreme weather event such as a flood or a heat wave? Talk to
your friends and family about how you can keep each other safe.

2. Have the students review the Ready New York Guide individually. Explain to the students that they should

check off the supplies you have in Ready’'s Emergency Supply List and list off which supplies you still need
to be prepared for an emergency event.

3. Have the students develop a plan to get 3 people in their community to sign up for Notify NYC: Home
Notify NYC. (Notify NYC is New York City's dedicated emergency public communications program. Notify

Page 4



https://a858-nycnotify.nyc.gov/notifynyc/
https://a858-nycnotify.nyc.gov/notifynyc/

NYC staff operate 24x7 out of Watch Command, where they constantly monitor emergency activity in New
York City and the metropolitan area.)

Debrief (with anticipated responses):

e What are some of the ways that you can prepare yourselves and your communities for climate hazards?
Students could start a social media campaign, lead an event, table with a community group, etc.

e Why is it critical for us to be prepared for climate hazards? Extreme weather events are becoming more
frequent and harsh with the onset of the climate crisis. Preparing can help to save lives and property!

Supplies needed:

e Estuary Explorers Workbook
e Ready New York Guide:
Ready New York - Guides & App - NYCEM
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https://www.nyc.gov/site/em/ready/guides-resources.page

