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Waterfront Alliance Celebrates Maritime Excellence at the 
2024 Heroes of the Harbor Gala 

Honoring Christopher O. Ward and the East Side Coastal Resiliency 
Project 

October 16, 2024 at City Winery NYC 
 
New York, NY – The Waterfront Alliance, a U.S. based nonprofit organization and alliance of more than 
1,100 organizations, is thrilled to present three extraordinary Heroes of the Harbor for 2024.  
 
Heroes of the Harbor is a celebration of visionary maritime leaders across business, nonprofit, and 
corporate sectors. Each year, Waterfront Alliance honors those who have made lasting contributions to 
the vitality, sustainability, and economic growth of the New York-New Jersey harbor and waterfront. This 
inspiring event not only recognizes these remarkable individuals, but also brings together decision-
makers, influencers, and leaders from city and state governments to shine a spotlight on the critical 
challenges facing our region and drive meaningful change. 
 
2024 Heroes of the Harbor are: 
 

● Christopher O. Ward, Former Executive Director of The Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey & Commissioner of the New York City Department of Environmental Conservation 

● East Side Coastal Resiliency Project, NYC Department of Design and Construction, community 
partners, and the following design consultants: AKRF Engineering, PC; KS Engineers, PC; 
Arcadis of New York, Inc; Boomi Environmental LLC; BIG Architecture DPC; Jacobs; Fitzgerald & 
Halliday Inc.; Hardesty & Hanover LLC; Hazen & Sawyer, PC; HNTB; Mathews Nielsen Landscape 
Architects, PC; Office for the Next Environment Architecture DPC (ONE); Pentagram; SiteWorks 
Landscape Architects, PC; Starr Whitehouse Landscape Architects; Wesler Cohen Associates 
Consulting Engineers, LLC – LiRo Hill. 

 
This year’s gala will be emceed by Spectrum News NY1 meteorologist Guy Brown. Additionally, 
attendees can try their luck at a variety of charitable casino games, including roulette, blackjack, poker, 
and craps. Winning revelers will take home fabulous prizes, all while supporting Waterfront Alliance and 
harbor resilience advocacy.  

https://waterfrontalliance.org/heroes-of-the-harbor/
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Following the award ceremony, All Fired Up, the ne plus ultra of Pat Benatar cover bands, will take the 
stage and pack the dance floor. This celebration is guaranteed to be the environmental event of the 
autumn, bar none.   
 
Heroes of the Harbor is generously supported by our sponsors. 
 
Meet the Honorees: 
 
Christopher O. Ward, Former Executive Director of The Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey & Commissioner of the New York City Department of Environmental Conservation 
 
We honor Christopher O. Ward for his remarkable expertise, leadership, and dedication to improving 
the policy landscape and physical infrastructure of the New York and New Jersey metropolitan region.  
Chris has made significant contributions to both the public and private sectors through his visionary 
leadership. His impressive career includes his time as Executive Director of The Port Authority of New 
York & New Jersey from 2008 to 2011, where he oversaw landmark projects including the transformative 
World Trade Center rebuild. Chris’s role with the City of New York saw him shaping transportation, 
commerce, telecommunications, and environmental stewardship, leaving an indelible mark on the city’s 
infrastructure and policies. His private sector achievements include serving as Senior Vice President and 
Chief Executive for the metro area at AECOM. top executive positions at Dragados USA, American 
Stevedoring, and the General Contractors Association of New York, Inc. 
 
Further, Chris's exemplary 12-year tenure as Chair of the Waterfront Alliance’s Board of Trustees  
stands as a testament to his dedication to public service. Under his guidance, the organization became a 
formidable force in the environmental and climate nongovernmental sectors, achieving significant policy 
and legislative victories at local, state, and national levels. Chris’s vast expertise and extensive network 
have been instrumental in these successes. We honor his remarkable contributions and the lasting 
impact he has made on our community, recognizing his invaluable and unwavering commitment to 
progress and innovation. 
 
East Side Coastal Resiliency Project 
 
We honor the East Side Coastal Resiliency Project (ESCR), and the extraordinary team and community 
members who made it possible, for ensuring critical climate protections to more than 110,000 New 
Yorkers.  

In the wake of Hurricane Sandy’s devastation in 2012, resulting in an estimated $70 billion in damages 
and a new storm surge record for New York City, the East Side Coastal Resiliency Project provided a 
national model of urban resilience to climate change, facing head-on the devastating impacts from 
coastal storms and sea-level rise.  

https://waterfrontalliance.org/heroes-of-the-harbor/
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Spanning 2.4 miles along Manhattan’s East River waterfront, ESCR integrates flood protection with 
enhanced public access, recreational facilities, and ecological value. Awarded the rigorous gold 
standard for waterfront design through WEDG® (Waterfront Edge Design Guidelines) Verification, the 
project includes elevated pathways, improved greenway connectivity, and reconstructed pedestrian 
bridges. ESCR’s design ensures continuous waterfront access and safety for all users while addressing 
the urgent need for connected pedestrian and cycling infrastructure. The project’s comprehensive 
approach and milestones, like the installation of flood gates and the reopening of Asser Levy 
Playground, are a forward-thinking model of public space enhancement.  

Only through a remarkable private-public partnership, led by the New York City Department of Design 
and Construction and supported by community leaders, design firms, and construction teams, was this 
unprecedented climate resilience project even possible.  

We’d like to highlight the design and construction partners on this exceptional project: AKRF 
Engineering, PC; KS Engineers, PC; Arcadis of New York, Inc; Boomi Environmental LLC; BIG 
Architecture DPC; Jacobs; Fitzgerald & Halliday Inc.; Hardesty & Hanover LLC; Hazen & Sawyer, PC; 
HNTB; Mathews Nielsen Landscape Architects, PC; Office for the Next Environment Architecture DPC 
(ONE); Pentagram; SiteWorks Landscape Architects, PC; Starr Whitehouse Landscape Architects; Wesler 
Cohen Associates Consulting Engineers, LLC – LiRo Hill. 

### 

Waterfront Alliance builds, transforms, revitalizes, and protects accessible waterfronts for all communities, 
together. For 16 years, Waterfront Alliance has led the charge in advancing the maritime industry; 
fostering collaboration across business, nonprofit, and corporate sectors; promoting resilient and 
sustainable waterfront design; and championing youth, STEM education, and communities facing the 
brunt of climate change. Learn more about our policy priorities and enduring impact.  
 
  

https://waterfrontalliance.org/what-we-do/working-waterfront/
https://waterfrontalliance.org/waterfront-conference/
https://wedg.waterfrontalliance.org/
https://wedg.waterfrontalliance.org/
https://waterfrontalliance.org/what-we-do/education/
https://waterfrontalliance.org/what-we-do/resilience/climate-informed-communities/
https://waterfrontalliance.org/what-we-do/resilience/climate-informed-communities/
https://waterfrontalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/WFA-Policy-Platform_Feb2024.pdf
https://waterfrontalliance.org/who-we-are/about-us/

