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Waterfront Alliance partners with Walton Family Foundation to bring WEDG® 

(Waterfront Edge Design Guidelines) to Mississippi River basin 
 

New York, NY – With support from the Walton Family Foundation, Waterfront Alliance is bringing its 
rigorous Waterfront Edge Design Guidelines—known as WEDG®—to the Mississippi River to strengthen 
the basin's floodplain climate resilience movement and achieve system-level change for community 
waterfronts facing catastrophic flooding and other climate hazards. 
 
WEDG is the only national rating system for waterfront developments and redevelopments that 
catalyzes, builds, and fosters ecology, access, equity, and climate resilience using site verification, 
professional training, and policy. The two-year Mississippi River initiative will engage floodplain 
managers, landscape architects, engineers, property owners, municipalities, environmental advocates, 
fellow nonprofit professionals, community leaders, and others via workshops, townhalls, presentations, 
technical assistance, education, and knowledge-sharing to inspire and steward equitable and effective 
climate-resilient design.  
 

 
 



 
 
 

“WEDG is a catalyst for major change, opening the door for advocates and residents to ensure 
community voices and values are reflected in water- and riverfront projects,” says Joseph Sutkowi, 
Waterfront Alliance’s chief waterfront design officer, who leads the project. “Bringing this tool to 
the Mississippi River—one of the world’s most significant waterways—means huge potential impact 
when it comes to preparing riverine communities for the climate crisis. Public and private dollars are 
key to our efforts, and we thank the Walton Family Foundation for their leadership.” 
 
Priority project locations include the Quad Cities at the nexus of Illinois and Iowa and Memphis, 
Tennessee, areas at risk of increased flooding, repeat flooding, and higher flooding that could breach 
levees and other infrastructure. The partnership with the Walton Family Foundation will enable 
multiple projects to earn WEDG Verified status at no cost and offer free or reduced-cost training to 
professionals, volunteers, community leaders, and advocates in the region. 
 
Unlike typical government development standards that merely require projects to do no harm, WEDG 
assesses 143 performance measures focused on resilience, flood protection, stormwater reduction, 
ecology, community engagement, and public access while incentivizing projects to add positive 
community value and correct historic wrongs. This not only ensures multiple direct benefits to local 
communities; it creates the enabling conditions necessary for other projects and communities to follow 
suit.  
 
Communities utilizing WEDG encourage private and public riverfront designs to incorporate broader 
public benefits, including environmental justice, and build leverage for local communities to advocate 
directly for community needs and priorities. Potential ecological benefits include reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and fertilizer-rich stormwater runoff that contributes to the Gulf of Mexico’s 6,705-
square-mile ‘dead zone’. 
 
“Too often, what’s built at the water’s edge is decided in commercial real estate developer board 
rooms or in high-level meetings of government officials,” says Cortney Koenig Worrall, Waterfront 
Alliance’s president and CEO. “We aim to recenter the power of these decisions in local 
communities, supporting their resilience, self-determination, and vision for a climate future.”  
 
To date, 14 sites across New York, Florida, Illinois, and North Carolina have earned WEDG Verification 
and nearly 900 individuals have completed the WEDG Professionals course, together forming a 
national network of leaders shaping waterfronts across the U.S. for generations to come. 
 

→ Anyone interested in climate-resilient waterfront design can become a certified WEDG 
Associate. Sign up for our next livestream training on February 19-20, 2025 and on-demand 
training anytime. Through the Walton Family Foundation’s funding, participants in the region 
may be eligible to take the course at no cost. Check your eligibility here.  
 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/waterfrontalliance/1388869
https://www.wedgprofessionals.org/
https://www.wedgprofessionals.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdySabJmlelWp_P2nVx4bM6hL83KYNjlw_ya88OOnxCvEVXww/viewform


 
 
 

→ Looking to bring WEDG to your community? Contact Joseph Sutkowi, Chief Waterfront Design 
Officer, at jsutkowi@waterfrontalliance.org. 

 
 
 

###  
 

Waterfront Alliance leads the way for thriving and resilient waterfronts, shorelines, and coastlines, 
together. For 18 years, the Waterfront Alliance has led the charge in advancing the maritime industry; 
fostering collaboration across business, nonprofit, and corporate sectors; promoting resilient and 
sustainable waterfront design; and championing youth, STEM education, and communities facing the 
brunt of climate change. Learn more about our policy priorities and enduring impact. 


