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Coalition of Environmental Advocates Responds to GAO Report on Offshore Wind
Convey the urgency of accelerating the transition to the clean and renewable energy source

Trenton, New Jersey — After the Government Accountability Office (GAO) released its Report on Offshore
Wind, a community of advocates for responsibly developed offshore wind energy released the following
statements on the importance of offshore wind to our energy system as a clean and renewable energy
source.

Advocates include representatives from the fishing, religious, and climate advocacy community. Each
individual and organization argues for the necessity of supporting a transition to cleaner energy sources
for the sake of human health and ecological stability, after decades of relying on dirty and pollutive fossil
fuels.

“In a time of supposed government efficiency, it's a shame the GAO report wasted taxpayer dollars to tell
us what we already know — that offshore wind is a critical part of our clean energy future. Renewable
energy is cheaper, faster, cleaner, and creates local New Jersey jobs. Offshore wind will save lives. What’s
truly costly is the clean energy ban being pushed by this administration, which will mean higher energy
bills, fewer jobs, and more pollution. Responsibly sited and developed offshore wind means energy
independence, cleaner air and water, and a healthier future for all New Jerseyans.”

- Ed Potosnak, Executive Director, New Jersey League of Conservation Voters

“In the face of the urgent challenges posed by climate change, offshore wind energy is a crucial element
in our transition to clean energy. By supporting the development of oftfshore wind power, we are not only
generating sustainable energy but also strengthening coastal communities, protecting our environment,
and paving the way for a sustainable future. It is imperative that we continue to push forward with these
initiatives, utilizing our collective expertise to overcome obstacles and drive progress. The time to act is
now, and offshore wind is a key part of our path forward.”

- Chris Ward, Interim CEO and President, Waterfront Alliance

"The rigorous GAO report on offshore wind represents a pivotal moment for our nation and state,
highlighting both challenges and immense opportunities in advancing clean and renewable energy. As a
Gen-Z-led organization, Climate Revolution Action Network supports efforts to ensure transparency,
accountability, and responsible development in the offshore wind sector. As the transition to clean and
renewable energy progresses, equity and justice should remain at the forefront of offshore wind
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development. We applaud GAO's recommendation to enhance outreach and engagement processes with
affected communities. Accelerating investments in offshore wind strengthens our energy security and
independence while also catalyzing local economic growth and long-term environmental sustainability.
This report is a critical step toward making our clean and renewable energy transition effective and
equitable. We hope that Congress, BOEM, BSEE, and Secretary Doug Burgum can collaborate to advance
offshore wind projects.”

- Anna Muller, Energy Policy Manager, Climate Revolution Action Network

“As a constituent, I can remember when you were a leading Republican voice for environmental
protection, standing as an example of bipartisan climate leadership. It's disheartening to now see you
aligning with fossil fuel giants, working to dismantle the very guardrails meant to protect public health,
our waters, and all the creatures that depend on a healthy ecosystem. As a fisherman, I've spent my life
on the water, and I know how important it is to protect our ocean and the future of our coastal
communities. The Empire Wind project gives us a real chance to do that—by creating clean, reliable
energy, supporting good local jobs, and providing a new fishing hotspot at a time when we truly need
more habitat that will increase biodiversity. Offshore wind CAN work alongside fishing, and I believe we
can have both a healthy ocean and a strong future for fishermen, fish, and marine mammals."

- Capt. Paul Eidman, New Jersey fishing charter boat owner and operator

“It is our moral obligation to protect people and the natural world by implementing clean, renewable
energy. We need swift action on all offshore wind projects. The GOA report confirms proper
environmental and stakeholder input were taken into consideration, and further delays only harm public
and natural systems."

- Rev. Charles Lofflin of Unitarian Universalist FaithAction NJ

"Offshore wind energy has been in operation for more than 30 years. It is proven safe, reliable, and
renewable. With energy prices set to increase substantially this summer and the emphasis on domestic
energy sources, offshore wind projects are ready to be constructed and should be our first preferences.
We know the damaging impacts of continued use of fossil fuel. It's illogical to continue expanding the
mining of fossil fuels when we have construction ready clean sources of American energy waiting for
approvals.”

- Jennifer M. Coffey, ANJEC Executive Director.
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