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CLIMATE COALITION CALLS FOR RESTORING $325 
MILLION IN FEMA FUNDING TO NEW YORK CITY, STATE 

 

 
Pictured: NYC Comptroller Brad Langer and members of the Rise to Resilience Coalition.  
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The Trump Administration's decision to halt funding through the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s (FEMA) Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities 
(BRIC) program jeopardizes more than $300 million already committed for projects 
across New York that will protect communities from the growing risks of climate 
change.  
 
FEMA BRIC was established in 2018 with bipartisan support by Congress and signed 
into law by President Trump in his first term. The Rise to Resilience Coalition is calling 
for New York State and City to take legal action against the decision to halt these 
critical funds.  
 
On Wednesday, April 16, the Rise to Resilience Coalition hosted a press conference 
and rally in partnership with New York City Comptroller, Brad Lander, to announce 
the launch of the Coalition’s letter to the Governor and Mayor. More than a dozen 
Coalition members attended the press conference and rally, including Waterfront 
Alliance, WE ACT for Environmental Justice, Riverkeeper, Regional Plan Association, 
Center for NYC Neighborhoods, Natural Areas Conservancy, Municipal Art Society of 
New York, Financial District Neighborhoods Association, NYC Soil and Water 
Conservation District, Fifth Avenue Committee, and Manhattan Community Board 1.   
 
The State and the City, together, must fight not only for the future of the FEMA BRIC 
program, but also, to ensure that every dollar that has been committed is granted. 
BRIC funded projects are underway to protect communities across New York. The list 
of projects funded through FEMA BRIC provided material protection to public 
housing, food security, schools, daycares, and hospitals, many of which are located in 
disadvantaged communities. 
 
“Waterfront Alliance stands strongly against the decision to halt FEMA BRIC funding. 
BRIC has funded tangible protection to millions of residents across the nation who 
have lived through devastating floods, wildfires, tornadoes, and other climate 
impacts. Characterizing the BRIC program as anything but successful is indolent and 
dishonest. We look forward to working with leadership in Albany and City Hall to 
restore this funding,” said Tyler Taba, Director of Resilience, Waterfront Alliance. 

https://rise2resilience.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Letter-to-Request-Action-Regarding-FEMA-BRIC-Funds-041425.pdf
https://rise2resilience.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Letter-to-Request-Action-Regarding-FEMA-BRIC-Funds-041425.pdf
https://rise2resilience.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Letter-to-Request-Action-Regarding-FEMA-BRIC-Funds-041425.pdf


 
 
 

 
"Trump’s decision to cut FEMA's Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities 
program is shortsighted and dangerous,” said New York City Comptroller Brad 
Lander. “Slashing these funds means abandoning critical floodproofing for NYCHA 
homes, climate protections for the country’s largest food distribution center in Hunts 
Point, and other resiliency projects in our most vulnerable neighborhoods. We will 
not stand by as this administration puts lives and livelihoods at risk, and I’m proud to 
join Rise to Resilience Coalition to demand legal action from the City and State to 
restore these critical investments." 
 
"There are three BRIC-funded projects amounting to more than $70M that are now 
on the chopping block in Central and East Harlem: The Central Harlem Cloudburst 
Flood Mitigation Project, and two NYCHA projects. One at Clinton Houses and the 
other at NYCHA Polo Grounds Houses. Harlem and other environmental justice areas 
bear the brunt of extreme heat and flooding. The federal government is now refusing 
to honor the critical funding that it justly and legally awarded these communities, and 
we need our leadership to stand up for us," said Caleb Smith, Resiliency 
Coordinator at WE ACT for Environmental Justice. 
 
“In the face of worsening storms, rising waters, and crumbling infrastructure, cutting 
these life-saving and cost-effective resiliency funds puts all New Yorkers—and 
particularly working class, Black, and Brown communities-–at risk. We call on the City 
and State to fight hard to secure the funding now—before the next storm hits, before 
more lives are lost, before more people pay the price for reckless and costly political 
games,” said Niki Cross, Staff Attorney at New York Lawyers for the Public 
Interest. 
 
"Investing in our city's climate resiliency is crucial to protecting the lives of New 
Yorkers. In a city that has lost 99% of its historic wetlands, the need to fund these 
projects is critical to protecting our most vulnerable communities from the impacts of 
climate change and flooding," said Sarah Charlop-Powers, executive director of 
the Natural Areas Conservancy. "We urge our elected officials to work to restore 
the FEMA BRIC funding that has already been committed to help ensure that our 



 
 
 

frontline communities remain safe in the face of a changing climate and increasingly 
damaging storms." 

Superstorm Sandy showed us what our future will be like if we don’t take urgent steps 
to protect ourselves. It reminded us of all that we have to lose if we don’t save Lower 
Manhattan: 1 in 10 of NYC's jobs, critical mass transit and utility infrastructure, a 
hospital, irreplaceable cultural and historic sites, schools and residences, including 
HUD Section 8 housing for vulnerable older adults and disabled individuals, said 
Catherine McVay Hughes at Financial District Neighborhood Association. 

“New Yorkers are not strangers to extreme weather, and investing in climate resilient 
infrastructure is absolutely critical to protect residents and ensure that the fabric of 
our communities remains strong. We urge state and city leaders to take all necessary 
action to restore these already committed funds” said Em Ruby, Advocacy and 
Policy Coordinator at Riverkeeper. “The billionaires are playing games with funds 
that help protect working class New Yorkers - and when the next storm hits, we’ll 
remember who pulled the plug on our protection.” 

### 

Rise to Resilience is a campaign and coalition, convened by Waterfront Alliance, of 
more than 110 organizations representing residents, leaders in business, labor 
community and justice, volunteer organizations, scientists, environmental advocates, 
and design professionals collectively calling on our federal, state, and local 
governments to make climate resilience an urgent priority. 

https://rise2resilience.org/

