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70+ Free Events Across NYC & NJ Empower 
Residents to Connect with the Waterfront 

City of Water Day Highlights Community-Led Resilience 
Awareness and Action 

NEW YORK & NEW JERSEY —Local communities across the region are taking action to 
enhance their waterfronts and celebrate their past success at today’s 18th Annual City of 
Water Day, hosted by the Waterfront Alliance and the New York–New Jersey Harbor & 
Estuary Program (HEP). 

With over 70 free, public events happening across all five boroughs and northern New 
Jersey, City of Water Day connects thousands of residents to the waterfront while advancing 
real, on-the-ground solutions to heat waves, rising sea levels, and coastal storms. 

This year, the event also delivers over $65,000 in Community Waterfront Mini-Grants to 
dozens of grassroots organizations expanding on-water access, environmental education, 
and climate resilience. The grants are made possible by support from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) for HEP. To see the full list of grant recipients, scroll to the bottom of 
this release.  

“With each passing season, our region is hit with more severe flooding and heat — and 
communities on the frontlines are feeling it first,” said Chris Ward, Interim President and 
CEO of the Waterfront Alliance. “City of Water Day is a powerful reminder that resilience 
can start with something joyful. When we invest in local leadership and bring people together 
at the water’s edge, we spark connection, creativity, and collective action.”  

“All Americans deserve access to clean water and their waterfront — for recreation, learning, 
or community building” said Robert Pirani, Director of the New York–New Jersey Harbor 
& Estuary Program at the Hudson River Foundation. “These grants, partnerships, and 
events make sure everyone can connect to the Estuary and be part of shaping its future.” 

“EPA is proud to support City of Water Day and to celebrate the national treasure that is the 
New York and New Jersey harbor and estuary,” said U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 2 Administrator Michael Martucci. “City of Water Day events provide unique and 



 
 
exciting opportunities for all communities to connect to, engage with and explore the waters 
of this great region.”  

City of Water Day is proudly supported by our transportation partner NYC Ferry, making it 
easier than ever for residents to access waterfront events across the city.  NYC Ferry provides 
communications and additional financial support for the event.  

“Each year, City of Water Day highlights the vital role of our local waterways and shorelines. 
As the operator of NYC Ferry, Hornblower and its local crew are proud to support City of 
Water Day and welcome aboard New Yorkers from across the city to explore the many In 
Your Neighborhood events highlighting working waterfronts across the five boroughs,” said 
Jeff Brault, VP of Global Public Affairs at Hornblower Group.  

This year, City of Water Day also debuts an exciting new partnership with Holes in the Wall 
Collective, offering an interactive, app-based experience that invites participants to engage 
more deeply with waterfront locations, share their stories, and explore the connections 
between people, place, and climate. 

Throughout the day, community members are also contributing their own photos and 
experiences from City of Water Day events, in real time.  

As the region faces another summer of record-breaking heat and flooding, City of Water Day 
underscores that building resilience starts with connection — to each other, to the waterfront, 
and to the grassroots leaders making change possible. 

To learn more, get involved, or support future City of Water Day efforts, visit 
www.cityofwaterday.org. 

 

2025 Community Waterfront Mini-Grant Recipients: 

 American Littoral Society 

 BioBus, Inc. 

 Billion Oyster Project 

 Bronx River Alliance 

 Bronx River Art Center, Inc. 



 
 

 Coney Island Beautification Project 

 Education Subcommittee of the Maritime Association of the Port of NY/NJ 

 Ethical Culture Society of Bergen County 

 Freshkills Park Alliance 

 Friends of + POOL 

 Friends of the Hudson River Greenway 

 Fund for a Better Waterfront 

 Garden by the Bay, Inc. 

 Gowanus Augmented Reality Walking Tour 

 Hackensack Riverkeeper, Inc. 

 Harlem River Community Rowing 

 Hoboken Cove Community Boathouse 

 Hudson Montessori School 

 Hudson River Sloop Clearwater 

 iDig2Learn 

 Jamaica Bay-Rockaway Parks Conservancy 

 Kayak Staten Island 

 Lower East Side Ecology Center 

 Marine Park Alliance 

 National Lighthouse Museum 

 No One's Arks 

 Passaic River Coalition 

 Randall's Island Park Alliance Inc. 



 
 

 Red Hook Art Project 

 Rocking the Boat 

 Row New York 

 Sail Rockaway 

 Seaport Museum New York 

 SUNY Maritime College 

 Weequahic Park Association 

 YMCA of Greater New York / Castle Hill 

 Yonkers Paddling & Rowing Club 

 

### 

 

About Waterfront Alliance 
The Waterfront Alliance is a nonprofit organization leading the way for thriving and resilient 
waterfronts, shorelines, and coastlines. 

Contact: Aria Cochran, acochran@waterfrontalliance.org, 212.935.9831 x 116 

 

About the New York–New Jersey Harbor & Estuary Program (HEP) 
HEP engages people, partners, and communities to collaboratively advance understanding, 
improve stewardship, and enhance our shared waters and watersheds.  

Contact: Elizabeth Balladares, eballadares@hudsonriver.org, 973-934-0715 


