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WATERFRONT ALLIANCE AND ARISE-US RELEASE COASTAL 
RESILIENCE SCORECARD 

New tool helps cities worldwide assess and strengthen resilience to sea 
level rise and coastal disasters 

 

New York, NY — The Waterfront Alliance, in partnership with ARISE-US, announced the 
release of the Coastal Resilience Scorecard, a first-of-its-kind tool designed to help coastal 
cities and settlements worldwide to identify vulnerabilities and strengthen their coastal 
disaster risk reduction to enhance coastal resilience against sea-level rise, storms, and other 
coastal hazards. 

The public launch, featuring the Scorecard, its User Guide, and Self-Scoring Tool, takes place 
today at the Sustainable Ocean Summit alongside the Tomorrow Blue Economy Expo in 
Barcelona, Spain during a “Blue Spark” session. 

Developed over the past year by a global team of volunteer experts, the Scorecard 
represents the completion of Phase 1 of this international multi-stakeholder collaboration. 
Led by the Waterfront Alliance and ARISE-US, the team created a comprehensive assessment 
tool to help cities evaluate their readiness for both acute coastal disasters and chronic 
stresses affecting coastal zones and beyond.  

Drawing on extensive peer review from international disaster risk reduction experts, the 
Scorecard is designed for universal application—equally relevant to large ocean states, 
megacities, and smaller coastal communities. 

Grounded in the Ten Essentials for Making Cities Resilient by 2030, itself based on the Sendai 
Framework, the Scorecard’s structure emphasizes proactive planning and prevention through 
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its first eight chapters, followed by dedicated guidance on emergency response preparations 
and post-disaster recovery. 

More than an assessment, the Scorecard serves as a strategic organizer for cities tackling the 
complex “system-of-systems” challenge of coastal resilience. Municipal teams can use it to 
develop tactical and long-term plans that balance built and natural environments, allocate 
resources efficiently, and strengthen social and economic resilience. 

“With coastal populations densifying and native economies facing unprecedented 
uncertainties and resource constraints, the Coastal Resilience Scorecard provides a clear 
starting point for cities to turn urgency into action,” said Eugene Karl Montoya A., Senior 
Lead for Sustainable Blue Economy and Board of Trust Member at the Waterfront 
Alliance. “It’s both a diagnostic and a roadmap for resilience—designed to empower cities 
everywhere to act decisively on climate adaptation.” 

"Coastal cities face a unique complex of issues, with severe consequences for life and 
property, and for local, national and global economies if they are not addressed. We have 
taken the existing UN City Disaster Resilience Scorecard, used by many hundreds of cities 
globally, and updated and expanded it to create this tool to help coastal cities", said Peter 
Williams, Co-Chair of ARISE-US. 

Phase 1 of the project included key international presentations at COP 29 in Baku, Azerbaijan, 
within the Resilience Hub, as well as at the Ocean Rise & Coastal Resilience Summit in Nice, 
France, right before the United Nations Ocean Conference 3 (UNOC 3)—milestones that 
elevated the Scorecard’s profile and established its global relevance. 

As Phase 1 concludes with the Scorecard’s release, Phase 2 will expand the collaboration into 
a Coastal Resilience Partnership—bringing together the Waterfront Alliance and ARISE-US, as 
well as partners like Fugro, Jacobs Engineering, and the Global Development College to 
create a Coastal Resilience Toolkit, a global hub for localized data, training, and financial 
guidance to help cities strengthen and fund coastal resilience investments. 

If you are interested in piloting this scorecard in your community, please contact Eugene 
Montoya with Waterfront Alliance or Peter Williams with ARISE-US. 

Download the Coastal Resilience Scorecard here. 

Download the User Guide here. 

Download the Self-Scoring Tool here. 
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### 

 

About Waterfront Alliance 
The Waterfront Alliance is a nonprofit organization advocating for resilient, accessible, and 
equitable coastlines. Creator of the WEDG® (Waterfront Edge Design Guidelines) rating 
system, the Alliance empowers communities and professionals to design and plan for a 
climate-resilient future. 

 

About ARISE-US 
ARISE-US is a network of private-sector partners committed to implementing the principles of 
the Sendai Framework and building public-private collaboration in advancing resilience 
across communities and economies. 

https://wedg.waterfrontalliance.org/

