
 

 

 

 

   

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

New York City Takes Major Step Toward Water 

Safety & Equity for All  

New York, NY — December 19, 2025  

Christmas came early for water safety advocates this month. Earlier in December, New York City took a 

major step forward in advancing Water Safety and Equity with the passage of several key measures 

designed to protect lives and expand access to water safety education and aquatics. Each year, New 

York City experiences annual drownings that can be prevented with increased water safety education, 

water-based recreation access, and greater awareness. As climate impacts intensify and more New 

Yorkers spend time near the water, these bills ensure that safety, education, and opportunity are shared 

citywide.  

Key Legislative Wins: 

1. Creation of an Online Map of NYC Parks Pools (Int. 0988-2024)         

NYC Parks will create an online map that provides up to date information for swimming pools 

under its jurisdiction. The map would provide key information about each city pool and any 

planned maintenance or construction projects that could impact the accessibility of the pool or its 

programming.  

2. Citywide Water Safety Education (Int. 1059-2024) 

NYC Parks will develop and distribute clear, accessible materials on drowning prevention, safe 

practices, and available swim programs to every student at the start and end of each school year. 

These resources will also be published online. 

 

3. Building a Lifeguard Pipeline (Int. 1058-2024) 

A feasibility study will explore how NYC high school students can be trained and supported to join 

the lifeguard corps - strengthening safety and creating real career pathways for youth. The report 

is due by November 1, 2026. 

 

4. Recognizing International Water Safety Day (Res. 0469-2024) 

NYC will formally acknowledge May 15 as International Water Safety Day to raise awareness 



 

 

 

 

   

 

around drowning prevention and the disproportionate impacts on young people and communities 

of color. 

These measures address chronic lifeguard shortages, promote equity in water safety education, and 

ensure that every child has access to life-saving knowledge. They also align with global efforts to reduce 

drowning—a leading cause of accidental death among children. 

The Water Safety Coalition is a group of concerned citizens, community groups, and non-profit 

organizations that are working to make water safety an essential right for all, to save lives, and to create a 

more inclusive recreation community. The Water Safety Coalition - including Friends of +POOL, Laru 

Beya Collective, Swim Strong Foundation, Rising Tide Effect, Waterfront Alliance, Rockaway Beach Civic 

Association, Team New York Aquatics, Friends of Red Hook Pool, and YMCA of Greater New York - has 

long championed these reforms. Deep gratitude to Council Member Shekar Krishnan for his leadership 

and commitment to making water safety and access a priority for all New Yorkers. 

“The Swim Safety measures are a milestone for water safety and equity in New York City.  By requiring 

water safety education for every student, exploring a lifeguard training pipeline for high schoolers, and 

recognizing International Water Safety Day, these measures will save lives and create opportunities. 

These are an important step to address chronic lifeguard shortages, raise awareness of drowning risks, 

especially in communities of color, and ensure that safety and access are shared across our city,” said 

Julie Raskin, CEO and President, Waterfront Alliance. 

"We are thrilled with the passage of this water safety package that will expand access, opportunity and 

build a more inclusive aquatics culture in New York City. These bills can turn the tide in the annual 

drownings that our city experiences each year, and deliver the tools and knowledge needed for all age 

groups to safely engage with our shorelines and pools. We look forward to continued legislative wins with 

the City Council that make water safety an essential right for all New Yorkers,” said Shanna Blanchard, 

Chair, Water Safety Coalition.  

“Swim Strong Foundation is grateful to coalition partners and elected officials who are fighting to bring 

safe, equitable access to water; create programs which raise awareness, develop knowledge and skills 

and finally begin to build an aquatic culture, which has for far far too long been missing from our maritime 

city.  The work has just begun.....Onward!”, said Shawn Slevin, Founder and Executive Director, Swim 

Strong Foundation. 

"This package of aquatics focused legislation marks an important step towards providing every New 

Yorker with basic water safety information and awareness.  In a city surrounded by water, it is critical that 

New Yorkers have access to both swim instruction and the skills needed to be safe around water. The Y 



 

 

 

 

   

 

is dedicated to teaching New York City's youth how to swim, and we look forward to a continued 

partnership with the council and administration to build a city where all New Yorkers can be safe in and 

around the water.", said Sharon Greenberger, Sharon Greenberger, President & CEO of the YMCA 

of Greater New York. 

"Advocacy, action, and education go hand in hand, and today we join together to applaud the power of 

our shared voices and the city’s commitment to life saving infrastructure and free swim safety education 

for all. Every New Yorker should feel prepared and have access to the health benefits of swimming. We 

look forward to gathering together on May 15th to bring awareness to this historically hidden epidemic.", 

said Kara Meyer, Managing Director, Friends of + POOL. 

For media inquiries: 

Shanna Blanchard 

Water Safety Coalition 

718-915-6092 | watersafetycoalitionnyc@gmail.com 
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