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MEMO IN SUPPORT OF S10381 / A11303: REQUIRES PUBLICLY 
FUNDED FERRIES TO BE ZERO-EMISSION AND DIRECTS NYSERDA TO 
CONDUCT A FEASIBILITY STUDY RELATED TO TRANSITIONING 
CERTAIN WORKBOATS TO BE ZERO-EMISSION 

 

Waterfront Alliance is pleased to write in strong support of Senate Bill 10381 (Kavanagh) and 
Assembly Bill 11303 (Simon), which would require all ferries purchased after April 1, 2028, by 
or for the state or public authority, to produce zero emissions. The bill also directs New York 
State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) to conduct a feasibility study 
related to transitioning certain workboats to be zero-emission. 
 
From the Long Island Sound, Hudson and East Rivers, and across Lake Champlain, our 
waterfronts have a central role in achieving New York’s climate goals. This legislation would 
support communities around ferry routes with cleaner and greener transportation options and 
improved public health outcomes, which is critical because the transportation sector accounts 
for nearly one-third of New York State’s GHG emissions. Waterfront Alliance is a longstanding 
advocate for ferry service and was the leading advocate for establishing the five-borough ferry 
service in New York City, known as NYC Ferry. As we continue to advocate for expanding ferry 
service as a means of transportation, we strongly support reducing emissions associated with 
the growing ridership.  
 
Across the nation, and world, zero-emissions ferries carry riders while supporting ambitious 
climate goals. New York must continue to demonstrate strong leadership on climate solutions, 
and that begins at our waterfronts. For these reasons, Waterfront Alliance strongly supports 
Senate Bill 10381 and Assembly Bill 11303.  
 
About the Waterfront Alliance 
 
Waterfront Alliance is the New York–New Jersey region’s leading advocate for climate 
resilience in the face of climate change, equitable waterfront access, connected and 
economically sound working waterfront, and has prepared the next generation through climate 
and waterfront education. We have enlisted more than 1,100 Alliance Partners along the way. 
Together, we lead the way for thriving and resilient waterfronts, shorelines, and coastlines. 
 

Contact: Tyler Taba, Director of Policy and Government Affairs, Waterfront Alliance, 
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