
Waterfront Alliance, Coney Island Beautification 
Project, NYC Department of Environmental 
Protection (NYC DEP), NYC Parks, Starr 
Whitehouse, and WSP are working together on 
the Coney Island Creek Resilience Project. This 
project aims to create a roadmap for the future  
of Coney Island Creek that includes flood 
protection measures, ecological restoration,  
and waterfront access. 

Coney Island Creek Background   

Coney Island Creek is located on the north shore of Coney 

Island in Brooklyn and connects to Gravesend Bay and New 

York Harbor. Historically, industrial uses were common along the 

Creek’s waterfront. In the early 20th century, “land reclamation” 

projects filled the creek’s waterfront wetlands to create both 

parkland and a landfill for city waste. Today the creek is 

bordered by green spaces, dunes, and maritime uses. 

Over the last few decades, community members and Brooklyn 

Community Board 13 have advocated to clean up pollution in the 

creek. After Hurricane Sandy in 2012, further attention focused 

on the creek’s low-lying waterfront where storm surge entered 

Coney Island, flooding the entire community. The waterfront 

along the creek is lower than the ocean side of the peninsula, 

which creates a weak point where floodwaters can enter the 

neighborhood during a storm or high tide event. This is what 

happened during Hurricane Sandy. 

Previous Planning 

After Hurricane Sandy, the City of New York started several 

studies to consider flood protection measures to protect Coney 

Island. These studies assessed the creek’s risk of storm surge 

and tidal flooding due to future sea level rise. These studies also 

recognized that Coney Island’s low-lying bowl shape increases 

the risk of inland flooding from heavy rains unrelated to a 

hurricane. Inland flooding frequently occurs on major streets like 

Neptune and Mermaid Avenues. 

Previous studies considered three levels of flood protection. 

First, the New York City Economic Development Corporation 

(EDC) studied measures that would protect the creek against 

what is know as a “100-year storm.” This would require flood 

barriers six feet tall or higher than the existing elevations along 

the creek.  Protecting against a Sandy-size storm may also 

require a flood gate across the creek. 

Coney Island Creek Resilience Project

PROJECT GOALS
1.	 DEVELOP A SET OF GOALS AND STRATEGIES 

for what should and should not be built in the 
parks along the creeks.

2.	 CREATE INITIAL PROJECT IDEAS along one area 
of shoreline that balances community needs for 
resilience, ecology, and access.

3.	 WRITE A ROADMAP that guides implementation 
for the community and city agencies.
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Next, EDC considered whether lower protection barriers could 

reduce risk from a storm smaller than Sandy – such as a 

Nor’easter. These studies also considered whether lower flood 

barriers could address flooding from tides that will become 

higher and flood inland areas because of future sea level rise. 

These barriers would be located on the creek shoreline east of 

Kaiser of Park.  

Lastly, in 2022, the United States Army Corps of Engineers 

(USACE) published the Harbor and Tributary Study (HATS), 

outlining even taller flood protection walls and levees to handle 

the size of storms that could happen a century from today. It is 

uncertain if or when the HATS plan will move forward. 

Additionally, from 2023 to 2024, Coney Island Beautification 

Project led a community-driven resilience effort through 

workshops that gathered local knowledge, shared resources, 

and developed adaptation ideas to inform future planning.

Current Projects 

Each of these studies generated significant community 

discussion and feedback. Together, they inform our work.

EDC is currently moving forward with a project that will raise the 

shorelines on the creek at key points between West 12th and 

West 25th Streets, largely along private property. This project  

is intended to provide flood protection against smaller  

storms and sea level rise. This project is only focused on 

elevating the waterfront. 

The New York City Department of Design and Construction 

(DDC) is also moving ahead with the Neptune Avenue Flood 

Mitigation Study. This study is evaluating the condition of 

stormwater sewers that drain into the creek. This study is 

focused on making these sewers functional to handle  

heavy rainstorms. 

Community stakeholders have also created visions for flood 

protection in Coney Island. These plans prioritize a network of 

green infrastructure and water-absorbing gardens to address 

inland flooding, shade and improved greenery in streets, natural 

shorelines, waterfront access and activity, and stewardship of the 

natural environment. 

The Coney Island Creek Resilience Project 

The Coney Island Creek Resilience Project aims to identify the 

next steps for improving the waterfront. The project is assessing 

the work of City and community stakeholders to date. The 

project is identifying potential projects that could provide flood 

protection, restore the creek’s ecology, and improve waterfront 

access along Kaiser Park and Coney Island Creek Park. The 

project will propose an initial design for a shoreline improvement 

that balances resiliency, ecology, and access. 

Moving Forward  

The Coney Island Creek Resilience Project aims to build 

momentum and align community and City visions for the 

waterfront. Urban improvements of this kind can take five to 10 

years or more to plan, design, and build. Sustained engagement 

of both City and community stakeholders will be needed to 

create a resilient Coney Island Creek.

Climate Hazards

The Coney Island Creek Resilience Project will propose solutions within Kaiser Park and Coney Island Creek Park to address flooding 
coming from the creek. These solutions may also address inland flooding resulting from extreme rainfall.
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Keep up-to-date on the project!


