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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

From City Hall to Shoreline: 800 Leaders Unite at
2026 Waterfront Conference to Tackle Climate Risk
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2026 >
WATERFRONT
CONFERENCE

FUTURE-PROOFING OUR WATERFRONTS

Museum of Jewish Heritage | New York City

New York, NY — May 19, 2026 — As climate impacts accelerate and public funding
and political certainty continue to shift, the Waterfront Alliance is bringing together
800 of the most influential voices shaping the future of waterfronts for a single, high-
impact day of strategy, solutions, and cross-sector collaboration at the 2026
Waterfront Conference: Future-Proofing Our Waterfronts.

This year's program is defined by the depth and caliber of its speakers—spanning
global climate leaders, senior government officials, community advocates, and
private-sector innovators—alongside a sharply focused agenda designed to move
beyond theory and into implementation.

Featured Speakers Include:

e Julie Su, Deputy Mayor for Economic Justice, City of New York

e Ahmed Tigani, Commissioner, NYC Department of Buildings

e Louise Yeung, Chief Climate Officer, City of New York

o Kareem Adeem, Director, City of Newark Water & Sewer Utility

e Angela Licata, Deputy Commissioner, NYC Department of Environmental
Protection


https://eventmobi.com/waterfrontconference26
https://eventmobi.com/waterfrontconference26
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e Victoria Alexander, Chair, Resilient Red Hook

e Dror Benshetrit, Founder, Supernature Labs

e Costa Constantinides, CEO, Variety Boys and Girls Club of Queens

e Arsheen Ehtesham, Dredged Material Management, US Army Corps of
Engineers NY Sector

e Stephen Frech, Senior Project Manager, Moffatt & Nichol

e Charlie Harman, Vice President-Biology, WSP

e Mpychal Johnson, Founding Member, South Bronx Unite

e Jungho Kim, Director of Hydrologic Sciences, First Street

e Alisa Kreynes, Director, Ports & Shipping, C40 Cities

e llana Mayid-Dennis, President, U.S. Coastal Service

e Andrea Silverman, Associate Professor, NYU Tandon

e David Tyler, Managing Director, Artemis Technologies

e Dan Wiley, District Director, Office of U.S. Congresswoman Nydia Veldzquez

e Charlotte (Charlie) Wood, London Area Director, The Environment Agency
(UK)

Across the program, content is organized around a set of deeply interconnected
challenges facing waterfront communities today. Sessions will examine how
governance structures must evolve to enable cross-agency coordination and large-
scale resilience implementation; how architecture, landscape, and public space
design can better integrate water, risk, and community access; and how emerging
technologies and unconventional strategies are reshaping what is possible in climate
adaptation. The agenda also positions waterfronts as critical urban systems—integral
to housing, infrastructure, and economic development—while addressing the future of
maritime and port operations in a changing climate. Dedicated roundtables will focus
on scaling solutions, from blue highway networks to financing and replicating
successful models across geographies.

In addition to its core program, the conference will feature a series of high-profile
activations that elevate innovation, recognize excellence, and spotlight the next
generation of leaders:
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e BlueTech Expo, showcasing cutting-edge technologies and solutions
advancing waterfront resilience

o Dr. Edward Williams Waterfront Champion Awards, honoring exemplary

individuals and organizations that demonstrate leadership in community
resilience work

o Heather M. Morgan Climate Risk Adaptation Lecture, a keynote moment

highlighting advancements in climate adaptation and design

o Waterfront Scholars Program, sponsored by the New York City Economic
Development Corporation, along with student presentations and a digital art
showcase, bringing forward emerging voices and future-focused ideas

Participants will earn up to 6 CEUs / 3 PDHs (anticipated), reinforcing the conference'’s
role as both a professional and intellectual convening point for the field.

At its core, the 2026 Waterfront Conference responds to a rapidly changing
landscape—where climate risks are intensifying, resources are constrained, and the
need for coordinated, forward-looking action has never been greater. By convening
leaders across disciplines and geographies, the conference creates a rare space to
align priorities, share proven strategies, and advance solutions that can be
implemented now.

“Our waterfronts are where our communities, economy, and climate future meet. At a
time of growing risk and rapid change, the Waterfront Conference convenes leaders
across sectors to turn ideas into action and ensure our waterfronts continue to work
for the communities and industries that depend on them every day,” said Julie
Raskin, President and CEO, Waterfront Alliance.

“Climate resilience is central to affordability, livability, and demonstrating that city
government works for New Yorkers. The Mamdani administration is delivering coastal
protection projects, modernizing stormwater infrastructure, and investing in resilient
public spaces across the five boroughs, while making sure the neighborhoods facing
the greatest risk are shaping those investments from day one,” said New York City
Chief Climate Officer Louise Yeung.


https://eventmobi.com/waterfrontconference26/companies/3afc73e9-5eb8-43ae-abb5-dfb6cc8994b1
https://eventmobi.com/waterfrontconference26/designer-page/948face9-3e05-4da2-b6ea-4934006a498d
https://eventmobi.com/waterfrontconference26/designer-page/674b6054-8b18-4636-9296-c2c85cf59e23
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“Given the current federal climate, state and city governments need to step up to
address global warming and sea level rise with investments to deploy innovative
resiliency, harness renewable energy sources and grow marine highway
infrastructure. While we address multiple flood hazards and fossil fuel dependency,
we need to shift to more nature-based solutions. At the same time, we need to re-tap
what made New York a world port metropolis in the first place. We can enhance
harbor ecology and intermodal freight movement by water and offset road and
bridge congestion. At a time when the country is told to look within and back, we
need to look beyond for best practices and collaborate to build a sustainable future:
a city and region of water,” said Dan Wiley, District Director for North Brooklyn
and Western Queens, Office of Congresswoman Nydia M. Velazquez.

“Here in Battery Park City, we're advancing one of the most ambitious resiliency
projects to strengthen the waterfront and protect Lower Manhattan from the
accelerating impacts of climate change," said Raju Mann, President & CEO of the
Battery Park City Authority. "It's fitting that as this critical work unfolds just outside,
our partners at the Museum of Jewish Heritage host the 2026 Waterfront Conference,
which underscores highlights both the urgency and scale of just what's at stake.
We're proud to support this conference, which emphasizes the collaboration needed
to ensure a safer, more resilient future for all.

“Strong, resilient waterfronts are essential to the future of our cities and our economy.
At Red Hook Terminals, we see every day how maritime infrastructure and climate
preparedness must work hand in hand. The Waterfront Conference brings together
the leadership and ideas needed to move that vision forward, and we're proud to
stand alongside the Waterfront Alliance in driving solutions that keep our ports
thriving,” said Mike Stamatis, President and CEO of Red Hook Terminals.

Event Details
Date: May 19, 2026
Location: New York City

For more information, registration, and sponsorship opportunities, visit
https://eventmobi.com/waterfrontconference26/
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Media Contact
Aria Cochran
Director of Communications, Waterfront Alliance

acochran@waterfrontalliance.org
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About Waterfront Alliance

The Waterfront Alliance is a regional nonprofit leading efforts to create thriving,
resilient, and accessible waterfronts across the New York-New Jersey harbor and
beyond. Founded in 2007, the organization has grown into a network of more than
1,100 partners working together to transform over 700 miles of shoreline into a
shared resource that supports communities, ecosystems, and economic activity, while
advancing solutions to sea level rise and coastal climate challenges. Through
advocacy, education, and cross-sector collaboration, the Waterfront Alliance expands
public access, strengthens working waterfronts, and empowers the next generation
of environmental stewards.
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